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Abstract: Faced with recurring economic, social, and environmental challenges, Tunisia has recently turned to alternative
tourism (AT) as a lever for sustainable development, particularly in disadvantaged and marginalized regions. AT aims to enhance
local resources, preserve cultural and natural heritage, and strengthen community engagement. This study aims to analyze the
contribution of AT to territorial development (TD) in Tunisia by assessing its mechanisms, impacts, and governance conditions.
A qualitative approach was adopted, combining a documentary analysis of academic and institutional sources with 10 semi-
structured interviews conducted with key stakeholders in the tourism sector, including local actors, public authorities, and private
operators. The interviews were selected according to the principle of semantic saturation to ensure the relevance and depth of the
information collected. The results reveal that ATs promote economic revitalization, social inclusion, and environmental
sustainability at the local level. Participatory governance, stakeholder collaboration, and local community involvement are
identified as key success factors. However, the study also highlights several persistent obstacles, such as institutional
fragmentation, insufficient funding, and the lack of a clear strategic vision. These limitations hinder the effective implementation and
expansion of AT initiatives. The research highlights the need for integrated, inclusive, and coherent public policies that prioritize
local participation, territorial coordination, and long-term sustainability. Finally, this study contributes to the literature by proposing
an analytical framework for understanding the role of ATs in territorial development and offers valuable practical recommendations.
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INTRODUCTION

Tourism is a key sector in Tunisia, serving as a significant source of foreign currency. Following independence in 1956,
seaside tourism positioned Tunisia as a favored destination (Jaballah & Depetris-Chauvin, 2022). While this mass tourism
sector has historically been profitable, recent decades have highlighted its limitations due to various crises. Factors such as
changing trends and tastes have raised concerns about its ongoing profitability. Additionally, the sector has been critiqued
for being environmentally unsustainable, leading to pollution, overconsumption of natural resources, biodiversity loss, and
ecosystem destruction. In response to these challenges, particularly since the 1980s, alternative tourism (AT) has emerged,
encompassing fair trade, solidarity, and participatory tourism. These alternatives aim to foster sustainable development
(SD) and have demonstrated positive economic, social, environmental, and territorial impacts (Hellal & Aliouet, 2023).

AT opposes the standardization of services found in traditional tourism, instead highlighting the value of nature
(Giampiccoli & Mtapuri, 2021; Craciun et al., 2022) and cultural heritage (Florez et al., 2022; Koscak & O'Rourke,
2023). Its goals include protecting the environment, promoting sustainable development, and enhancing the well-being
of local communities (Dessai, 2023; Ndamgoba, 2024). According to Laajini (2021), AT aims to uncover and amplify
the unique resources of various territories, especially in impoverished regions. Emerging activities associated with AT
contribute to developing impoverished and isolated areas, fostering territorial development (TD) (Gmira & Laajini,
2017; Bitoun et al., 2023; Blanton et al., 2024). Ecotourism specifically represents an increasingly appealing and
profitable approach, enhancing natural resources while supporting the socio-economic development of local
communities and promoting participatory democracy principles (Kumar et al., 2023; Pane, 2024).

Although alternative tourism (AT) shows promise for sustainable development, its actual impacts on Tunisia’s
territorial development remain understudied. Current research lacks empirical evidence on how AT contributes to
regional growth, local livelihoods, and policy outcomes. This study directly addresses this gap by examining AT’s
concrete role in Tunisia’s territorial development, with a focus on socioeconomic and governance dimensions.
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Therefore, the aim of this study is to examine the contribution of alternative tourism (AT) to Tunisia’s territorial
development in the context of an emerging economy. More specifically, this research pursues three main objectives: (1) to
analyze the mechanisms through which AT contributes to territorial development; (2) to assess the economic, social, and
environmental impacts of AT; and (3) to develop an analytical framework for understanding the interactions between the
various dimensions of sustainable territorial development within the context of AT. By clarifying these objectives, our
study seeks to fill a significant gap in the literature and to provide both theoretical and practical insights into the
development of AT in Tunisia. To explore this topic, we will conduct a documentary study based on secondary data
sources, including research reviews, ministerial studies, and government statistics, supplemented by interviews with
Tunisian tourism sector officials. We will begin by presenting the various forms of AT, followed by an overview of the
Tunisian government's policy on AT and its implications for TD. Next, we will show the results of a qualitative study that
utilizes semi-structured interviews with approximately ten tourism sector officials to identify challenges, implemented
measures, difficulties encountered, and development prospects for AT. Ultimately, we aim to illuminate the role of AT in
territorial development and propose solutions and actions that address the challenges of sustainable development.

ALTERNATIVE TOURISM

1. Definition and Evolution

Historically, tourism in Africa was primarily an elitist phenomenon limited to a privileged social class (Cleveland,
2021; Laajini, 2021). However, the economic developments of the 1970s ushered in the era of mass tourism (MacKenzie &
Gannon, 2019; Vanhove, 2022; Terkenli, 2024). Although mass tourism proved lucrative, it also generated significant
negative externalities (Jaremen et al., 2020). This led to a shift in the understanding of development, giving rise to gentler
forms of tourism that respect both people and the environment (Duxbury & Bakas, 2021; Ko$¢ak & O'Rourke, 2023).

AT has emerged to enhance destinations' competitiveness by offering visitors unique and authentic experiences (Emre
et al., 2023; Soleymani et al., 2025). Globally, tourist demand has become more diverse and discerning (Song et al., 2019),
significantly influencing tourism activities and offerings. Today's tourists increasingly seek personalized and varied
experiences (Hazebroucq, 2007; Cooper & Hall, 2022). Recent research on emerging destinations underscores this trend,
revealing that heritage significance and cultural authenticity now serve as primary attractions, even in contexts with
underdeveloped infrastructure (Sampieri & Bagader, 2024). Political, security, and health crises, notably the COVID-19
pandemic, have spurred interest in more responsible and sustainable tourism models: Alternative Tourism (Casado-
Aranda et al., 2021; Eva & Esposito, 2024). This "new" form of tourism aims to engage with local socio-political and
economic realities, forging new relationships between tourists and host communities and representing a redefined North-
South dynamic (Delisle & Jolin, 2007). Various branches of AT have emerged, including ecotourism, agritourism,
cultural tourism, and community tourism (Megha & Sarker, 2024; Wiranatha et al., 2024; Devkota, 2024).

According to the Tunisian National Tourist Office (ONTT), in 2020, AT accounted for 35.2% of the total occupancy
rate across various tourism categories. The evolution of these categories serves as an indicator of the dynamism within
sustainable tourism, as illustrated in the following Figure 1. The graph's analysis indicates that the occupancy rates of
boutique hotels, guesthouses, and rural cottages are increasing, which accounts for AT's growth in Tunisia.
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Figure 1. Occupancy Rate by Category and Month in 2020 (Source: Author, based on ONTT (2020) statistics)

2. Forms of Alternative and Sustainable Tourism

The literature on alternative tourism identifies several emerging forms (lliev, 2020; Yachin & loannides, 2020;
Sgrensen & Grindsted, 2021; Charkina et al., 2022). Broadly, these forms reflect a paradigm shift in the conception and
practice of tourism. From the diverse attributes of alternative tourism, common themes characterize this shift. Below, we
present the most prevalent forms practised in Tunisia:

Ecotourism: Originating from earlier concepts Beauden (2025) defines ecotourism as "responsible travel to natural areas
that conserves the environment and improves the well-being of local people." Cabral & Dhar (2020) describe ecotourism as "a
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subset of alternative tourism." Ecotourism emphasizes sustainability and draws travelers to nature-based activities and
destinations (Solo et al., 2025). This approach aligns with the foundational work of Hahina et al., (2022), where ecotourism
development is systematically grounded in the preservation of benchmark landscapes and the enhancement of local
geomorphological specificities, thereby establishing a replicable model for protected areas. Increasingly, ecotourism is
recognized as a vital tool for sustainable development (Baydeniz et al., 2024; Esparza-Huamanchumo et al., 2024).

Rural Tourism: This form of tourism is an economic activity (Priatmoko et al., 2023). Sustainable rural
development is defined as meeting the current needs of a region while ensuring the capacity to meet future needs
(Pickel-Chevalier & Knafou, 2011; Yanan et al., 2024; Addai et al., 2024). Success in rural tourism stems from
conservation and revitalization efforts that enhance its sustainability as a destination (Gao & Wu, 2017; Funduk et al.,
2023). Tourists often perceive rural tourism experiences as effective means to alleviate stress and escape the negative
aspects of daily life (Chen et al., 2023). Additionally, "demand management" within marketing is a preferred strategy to
attract visitors to rural tourism destinations (Kastenholz et al., 2018).

Sustainable and Responsible Tourism: "Sustainability” is frequently misused, leading to adopting "responsible
tourism™ within the industry. Sustainable and responsible tourism aims for the same goal: sustainable development,
encompassing economic, socio-cultural, and environmental objectives (Bhuiyan et al., 2023). The distinction lies in the
emphasis on responsibility in responsible tourism, where individuals, organizations, and businesses are urged to take
accountability for their actions and impacts (La liberté, 2005; Tamvada, 2020).

Ultimately, "responsible tourism” has emerged as a term that integrates these concepts and underscores that
contemporary tourism practices are rooted in sustainable principles (Bhatti et al., 2023).

NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR ALTERNATIVE TOURISM AND CONTRIBUTION TO TERRITORIAL
DEVELOPMENT (TD)

1. Strategy and Operational Implementation

Achieving an ecological civilization in underdeveloped areas of Tunisia necessitates the implementation of operational
mechanisms guided by the government and driven by market forces (Bhuiyan et al., 2023). The regulations proposed by
Song et al. (2018) emphasize the objectives of ecological civilization-building and appropriate institutional arrangements.

In 2016, the Tunisian government introduced the "Green Tunisia 2020" strategy to promote sustainable tourism practices
and showcase the country's natural and cultural heritage. Tunisia has enacted new regulations to foster alternative tourism to
support this initiative. Launched in 2023, the National Green Economy Strategy by the Ministry of Environment and
Sustainable Development focuses on developing existing economic activities and creating new green initiatives across various
sectors, including ecotourism and sustainable infrastructure. The Tunisian Ministry of Tourism also established the "Green
Tourism Label” to encourage tourism entities to adopt environmentally responsible practices.The plan includes measures to
promote alternative tourism (AT) through the operational implementation of specific projects and initiatives, including:

The Swiss Project: Tunisia actively engages with international partners to promote alternative tourism. In 2019, an
agreement was reached to implement a sustainable tourism project in the Southeast region. Establishing a Destination
Management Organization (DMO), which unites regional providers with public tourism stakeholders, is recognized as a best
practice for fostering sustainable and responsible tourism development. The DMO is crucial in coordinating and promoting the
region’s tourism offerings while ensuring sustainable development and respect for natural and cultural resources.

The VISTA Tunisia Project: This five-year initiative, funded by the US government for 50 million, aims to create
15,000 new jobs in the alternative tourism sector by 2026. The project focuses on developing tourism products and
services in non-coastal regions and enhancing tourism destinations in inland areas. One objective is to increase tourist
arrivals to 11 million by 2026.

The "Tounes Wijhetouna' (Tunisia, Our Destination) Program: This initiative, developed in partnership with the
European Union, seeks to highlight Tunisia's geographical and cultural diversity by creating sustainable et alternative
tourism experiences. A specific focus of the program is the construction of hiking trails, which can diversify Tunisia's
tourism offerings and create job opportunities in inland regions.

2. Contribution of Alternative Tourism to Territorial Development

AT provides various economic, social, and environmental benefits (Emre et al., 2023). It plays a significant role in
boosting local economies and fostering regional prosperity while protecting the natural environment and reducing the
consumption of natural resources. Additionally, it helps to promote cultural heritage and regional products.

Economic Contribution

Tourism can enhance economic benefits for developing and island nations, particularly through the conservation and
sustainable use of natural resources (Emre et al., 2023). The rise of alternative tourism (AT) has led to the creation of
new job opportunities. As Barrado Timén, (2016) notes, "A territory with territorial resources is likely to be a tourist
destination capable of generating economic value". Williams & Shaw, 2009 demonstrate that rural and farm tourism can
offer more employment opportunities for rural communities as a secondary source of income.

This shift can help reduce unemployment and boost local government tax revenue in developing countries. In
Tunisia, alternative activities such as guesthouses and rural cottages positively impact social and solidarity economy
(SSE) structures, particularly local cooperatives in inland areas, as highlighted in Djerba (Hanini & Mizen, 2023).
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When tourists support these local cooperatives through their purchases, they help sustain the local economy and
preserve artisanal traditions. Moreover, this engagement provides tourists with a rich opportunity to learn about local
production techniques and regional cultures.

Social Contribution

Forsberg (2003) assert that "a territory is a social construct,” highlighting that its nature relies on the interactions among
actors organized within a society who engage in its ongoing construction and evolution. Tourism's growth significantly
affects regional inhabitants' lives (Gautam, 2023; Wu et al., 2023; Tian et al., 2025). Responsible tourism underscores the
importance of social responsibility, focusing on empowering local communities through participation, engagement, and
awareness-raising (Mathew & Nimmi, 2021). Furthermore, Bhuiyan et al. (2023) emphasize that sustainable tourism
initiatives necessitate meticulous attention to detail, alongside the responsible behavior of tourists and tourism enthusiasts,
to be effective. Moreover, alternative tourism (AT) can enhance local communities' social well-being and livelihoods.

Various studies have explored the social impacts of local tourism development (Yang et al., 2022), observing that
increased tourism activity generates resources that can be utilized to improve social conditions. Engaging in sustainable
tourism also enhances residents' knowledge levels (Gogitidze et al., 2023), providing them with new life prospects.

Drawing on the findings of Sutrisno et al. (2024), the empowerment of communities, encompassing economic
development alongside engagement strategies tailored to diverse educational and income strata, emerges as a pivotal
element in equipping local populations to embrace sustainable transitions toward tourism. Additionally, AT contributes
significantly to the socio-cultural development of the local population and the overall improvement of living standards.

The social impacts of tourism encompass changes in value systems, individual behaviors, family relationships, collective
lifestyles, security levels, moral conduct, creative expressions, traditional ceremonies, and community organization (Tardif,
2003). While negative social impacts are often less recognized, the positive effects are diverse. Developments in tourism can
primarily have a favorable influence on the preservation of cultural values, the enhancement of the demographic conditions of
destinations, and the improvement of the quality of life for local inhabitants (Esses & Csete, 2023).

Thus, the local community is essential in optimizing the local tourism process (Gogitidze et al., 2023). Their
contributions range from fostering connections between people through linguistic exchange (Ludivynn, 2013) to
facilitating the exchange of information, skills, and technology. Furthermore, tourism serves the social goal of
enhancing population's physical and psychological well-being (Graillot, 2021). Tunisia faces significant social
challenges, notably a high unemployment rate of 15%, which predominantly affects young people and women,
particularly in rural areas. One of Tunisia's objectives for tourism development is to establish an integrated system for
community development and rural tourism growth. The state encourages businesses and associations to invest more in
social initiatives, promoting sustainable tourism through startups like ldwey. Additionally, projects like "Hrayer
Sejnane™ aim to enhance cultural heritage by integrating 11 sites and elements already recognized by UNESCO, thereby
promoting them as cultural tourism destinations in collaboration with the Delegation of the European Union in Tunisia.

Environmental Contribution

Tourism is one of the world's largest industries, and businesses in this sector must prioritize environmental
sustainability (Fraenkel & lunius, 2007). As a significant economic force, tourism also impacts the environment.
Sustainable tourism protects natural and cultural resources while ensuring decent living conditions for local communities. It
raises awareness about environmental protection and safeguards the ecological environment (Bhuiyan et al., 2023). Chen
(2021) suggests that joint rural tourism and environmental protection efforts can foster territorial development. A considerable
relationship exists between tourism's environmental impacts and sustainability (Ghobadi & Verdian, 2016). Therefore, tourism
should enhance environmental quality and cater to tourists' needs by improving the quality of their experiences (Bhuiyan et
al., 2023). With the emergence of sustainable economic models like green, ecological, and low-carbon economies, Tang et
al. (2022) argue that green tourism has become a crucial aspect of sustainable tourism. It contributes to the conservation
of natural areas and encourages local populations and tourism authorities to reassess ecological values.

Additionally, AT can be less detrimental to nature than other economic sectors, such as agriculture and forestry.
Gogitidze et al. (2023) suggest that tourism development presents a significant opportunity to balance the conservation
of natural resources. Ecotourism, in particular, should continue to enhance the viability of tourism activities by
generating economic benefits for host communities and actively protecting natural resources (Perera & Roux, 2021). In
this regard, Sutrisno et al. (2024) demonstrate how tourism can serve as a sustainable alternative in post-mining regions
by empowering communities, promoting environmental stewardship, and tailoring policies to local socio-economic
realities. Their findings highlight the role of education and participatory strategies in achieving long-term ecological
resilience. In Tunisia, ecotourism development is advancing through initiatives to create local action plans for nature
preservation and promote ecotourism across the country. This approach is encouraging as it considers each region's
unique characteristics and needs. As part of its national sustainable development strategy, Tunisia has initiated tourism
actions linked to local efforts for environmental preservation. One such initiative is the SwitchMed program, which aims
to combat environmental degradation by promoting AT in rural and inland areas of the country.

Qualitative Study with Professionals
1. Methodology of the Qualitative Study with Alternative Tourism Professionals
Romelaer (2005) demonstrated that qualitative research is a powerful technique that enhances understanding of the
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phenomenon under investigation. It yields richer insights compared to other research methods. A qualitative study was
conducted to identify the problems and challenges associated with implementing AT, as well as their development
prospects and potential impacts on TD. This involved semi-structured interviews with a sample of 10 tourism experts in
Tunisia (Table 1), each lasting approximately 30 minutes. The sample size was determined based on the principle of
semantic saturation, which occurs when subsequent interviews do not generate further insights relevant to the survey.
Participants were interviewed following a structured interview guide (refer to Appendix 1). All discussions were recorded,
transcribed, and subsequently analyzed through thematic content analysis (Miles et al., 2014). This approach prioritizes the "
thematic significance « rather than merely counting the " number of occurrences" to assess its relevance (Thiétart et al., 2015).

Table 1. List of Interviewed Experts

Job title Age Gender
Interviewee 1 | Head of Tourist Accommodation Service at the Tunisian National Tourist Office (ONTT) | 43 years old | Female
Interviewee 2 Head of the Regional Tourism Commercial Coordination Unit at the Tunisian National 41 yearsold | Male

Tourist Office (ONTT)
Interviewee 3 | General Manager of Operations and Investment at the Tunisian National Tourist Office (ONTT) | 50 years old | Female

Interviewee 4 General Manager of Tourism and Handicraft Products at the Ministry of Tourism 54 yearsold | Male
Interviewee 5 Accommaodation Director at Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, Gammarth 60 years old | Female
Interviewee 6 Marketing Director at Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, Gammarth 45 yearsold | Male
Interviewee 7 Owner of a guesthouse in Tozeur 57 yearsold | Male
Interviewee 8 Owner of a guesthouse in Kelibia 37 yearsold | Male
Interviewee 9 Owner of a guesthouse in Mahdia 48 years old | Female
Interviewee 10 Owner of a guesthouse in Bizerte 43 yearsold | Male

2. Results of Manual Content Analysis

The interview guide includes four categories of questions:

1. Perception of AT

2. Problems and challenges encountered

3. Contribution of AT to territorial development

4. Development prospects of AT

We will outline the subcategories and the corresponding verbatim content for each category (Table 2 and 3).

Table 2. The Category Perception of Alternative Tourism

Subcategories Verbatim

« Preserves nature and the ecosystem »

« It mainly highlights the natural, social, and cultural resources of the regions »

« It's the sharing of the Indigenous life of each visited region because each one has its own identity
Region-Specific and regional personality»

« It allows for building relationships with the local community through sharing and hospitality »
Complementary to Mass Tourism | « Tourism complementary to seaside tourism; it does not replace it but rather complements it»

« Very limited and does not exceed 5% of the country's accommodation capacity. Our tourism is
Embryonic Stage inexpensive, seasonal, beach-and-sun-based and does not prioritize the diversity of tourist offerings
or the enhancement of heritage. »

Sustainable tourism

Table 3. The Category Problems/Difficulties Encountered in Practicing AT

Subcategories Verbatim
« Our country is still far from sustainable development (SD) standards in transportation, waste management, and construction. »
Infrastructure | « Our roads are not maintained; there are potholes and garbage everywhere, spoiling the beautiful landscapes. »

Problems |« Efforts in SD are insufficient; the impact on the environment, local culture, and future generations is not considered. »
« Access to rural areas is one of the major handicaps in this sector. Infrastructure quality is not always satisfactory, as is signage. »
« Lack of financial resources, especially with the country's current situation and the lack of funding from donors. »
Economic |« The budget allocated to local communities is reduced and does not allow for investment in SD actions. »
and Social |« There is a real tourism industry that favors the most powerful to the detriment of small investors interested in AT. »
Problems |« With the multiplication of crises, Tunisia is experiencing a terrible economic and social situation that has greatly
affected the tourism sector in general and activities related to AT. »
«Young people, especially from disadvantaged areas, are no longer interested in tourism and seek to leave the country. »
Cultural and |« Foreign tourists sometimes exhibit behaviors regarding dress, alcohol consumption, etc., that are not appreciated by

Behavioral |guesthouse owners. »

Problems |« AT guests are of various nationalities. Mentalities need to be reworked, and responsible and ecological behaviors
need to be promoted to align with an SD logic. »
Problems rela- | « Local communities do not have an action plan with resources for the development of AT and SD. They are limited to a few
ted to political | separate actions that do not have a lasting impact. »
instability and | « The current regulations concerning AT and SD need to be reviewed. »

national / | « A governance problem at all levels. There is no real political will to bring about change and move things in a better direction. »
administrative | « Lack of a crisis strategy. Our country is losing its international image. »

strategy « Administrative obstacles, noting that the specifications are so burdensome that many investors give up or operate illegally. »
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Perception of Alternative Tourism: Experts view alternative AT as complementing mass tourism, tailored to regional
characteristics, and still in its early stages.

Problems/Difficulties Encountered in Practicing AT: Based on our analysis of the interviewees' responses, we
identified four key subcategories that outline the problems and difficulties encountered in practicing AT presented below:

Contribution of AT to Territorial Development: Experts emphasize AT's contribution to territorial development,
which impacts the economic, environmental, and social sectors, as shown in the following (Table 4).

Table 4. Contribution of AT to Territorial Development

Subcategories Verbatim

"It can create jobs and income opportunities for local residents."

"It can reduce unemployment, especially in rural areas."

"Creates economic dynamism in local communities and offers opportunities for farmers, artisans, and
small entrepreneurs to sell their products and services to visitors."”

"Offers job opportunities to poor and marginalized areas."

"Beautifies spaces and improves the cleanliness of regions."

"Contributes to supporting green spaces, zoos, and protected areas."

"Promotes sustainable practices among visitors and local residents."

"Offers visitors the opportunity to discover and participate in local customs and traditions."
"Contributes to preserving cultural heritage and identity and promoting intercultural understanding."”
"Opening up to other cultures and building connections."

"Creates links between inhabitants and visitors through language exchange, information sharing, know-
how, and technology"

« Improves the physical and psychological well-being of inhabitants. »

Economic
Development

Environmental
Development

Social Development

Prospects for the Development of AT in Tunisia: Similarly, professionals comment on the future paths and prospects
for the development of AT in Tunisia (Table 5) as illustrated in the following subcategories:

Table 5. Prospects for the Development of AT in Tunisia

Subcategories Verbatim

"Investment is needed in infrastructure: roads, trails, development of green spaces, and archaeological sites."
"Improve air and land transportation. Tunisair should be more competitive."

"Our infrastructure is outdated. We have very rich cities that have not been enhanced. This is the case of Tozeur
in southern Tunisia, which is not really valued."

"The Tunisian hiking trail project, launched last November, is an initiative aimed at promoting AT and
diversifying the tourism offering"

« We need to communicate effectively about our country to change the negative perceptions conveyed by
tour operators. » « Communication should not only focus on seaside tourism but also on the richness and
authenticity of Tunisia'sheritage. »

« Improve the reception conditions and services at historical and natural sites. »

« Territorial marketing is a solution for enhancing sites. »

« It is very important to define a specific management and development strategy for each site of
patrimonial interest (historical or natural). »

«Apply a bottom-up strategy by involving local communities in reflecting on actions to enhance their heritage. »
« Recommend innovating in terms of tourist products, diversifying them, and disseminating them
throughout the territory to strengthen the country's competitiveness. »

Improve Infrastructure

Improve Tunisia's
Image

Define a national
strategy per city and
an action plan to
enhance their heritage

Involvement of
Stakeholders,
Awareness - Raising,
and Education on
Heritage Values

« Without the involvement of all stakeholders (authorities, civil society, investors, support organizations,
local municipalities), it will not be possible to implement sustainable AT. »

« People must be taught the values that bind Tunisians to their cultural identity and ecological values. The
idea of a film or series on Hannibal is interesting. »

« We need to find national and especially international partners to support sustainable AT. The example of
the Swiss project, the Swiss DMO, whose main objective is to promote integrated tourism, preserving and
enhancing local heritage, is relevant. »

« The proximity of European markets encourages us to engage more. »

Seeking Partnerships
and Attracting
Investors

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

Our results indicate that the primary challenges in developing AT are structural, economic, and governance-related.
These findings align with much of the existing research on tourism challenges in emerging countries.

Interviewee 1T1 highlighted a significant governance issue: "A governance problem at all levels. There is no real
political will to bring about change and move things in a better direction.” This observation is supported by Mahmoudi
(2021), who demonstrated that integrating sustainable development concepts into the tourism sector in developing
countries, such as Malaysia, faces governance challenges. Additionally, Laajini (2021) suggests that participatory
governance, which encourages the involvement of all stakeholders, can facilitate the development of tourism projects
that address local needs while respecting the environment and cultural heritage. Our findings also reveal structural
issues. Interviewee 1T3 remarked, "Investment is needed in infrastructure: roads, trails, development of green spaces,
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and archaeological sites”. This statement is consistent with the insights of Esses & Csete (2023), who note that
"transportation infrastructure can also play an important role in sustainable tourism in the highlighted area".

Similarly, Ahmed & Riaz (2024) emphasize the crucial role of accessible supporting factors, including adapted
infrastructure for accommodation and transportation, in enhancing the overall tourism experience and the well-being of
local communities. Furthermore, Laajini (2021) emphasizes the importance of infrastructure development in adequately
accommodating tourists. Interestingly, our research uncovers economic challenges as well. Interviewee IT7 stated, "The
budget allocated to local communities is reduced and does not allow for investment in sustainable development actions".

This aligns with the previous work of Halvorson-Quevedo et al. (2015), which discusses the challenges of
mobilizing financial resources for sustainable development. Our study demonstrates that AT contributes significantly to
economic, social, and environmental territorial development. This finding is consistent with Laajini (2021), who
indicates that tourism is regarded as a primary vehicle for regional development in many emerging countries, stimulating
new economic activities. The conclusions reached by Sutrisno et al. (2024) corroborate this perspective, demonstrating
that successful tourism development, particularly in regions undergoing transition, necessitates multi-stakeholder
collaboration and participatory interventions that are sensitive to the varied needs within the community. AT is central
to territorial development and can aid in advancing impoverished and isolated areas.

We found a strong link between AT and environmental development. Interviewee IT3 noted, "Beautifies spaces and
improves the cleanliness of regions.” Lu et al. (2021) analyzed rural tourism development in China and its contributions to
local and environmental development, reinforcing our findings. Moreover, our study highlights the social impact of AT.
Interviewees 1T6 and IT2 stated that AT “creates links between inhabitants and visitors through language exchange,
information sharing, know-how, and technology, and improves the physical and psychological well-being of inhabitants."
This perspective aligns with the work of Ludivynn (2013), who explains that AT fosters connections between people
through language exchange and the sharing of information, skills, and technology. Additionally, tourism contributes to the
social objective of enhancing the physical and psychological well-being of populations (Graillot, 2021).

CONCLUSION

In recent years, AT has evolved to address the growing demands of tourists seeking authentic experiences that foster
local development and cultural exchange through socially responsible and sustainable practices. AT includes various
forms of tourism, such as ecotourism, cultural tourism, adventure tourism, and rural tourism. Its potential to significantly
contribute to territorial development has been documented. Our findings indicate that AT is crucial in developing
disadvantaged areas and generating economic and social dynamism for local communities.

It promotes cultural identity, traditions, local customs, and sustainable practices while enhancing and managing
public spaces. Despite its benefits, the current means for implementing alternative tourism are inadequate, and the
behaviors of economic and social actors do not sufficiently support sustainable tourism growth. To rectify this, the
active involvement of all stakeholders is essential for enacting effective urban policies, revitalizing territories, and
integrating sustainable development principles. The contributions of political leaders, local authorities, and citizens are
vital to achieving economic balance and dynamism within the nation. Therefore, economic and social policies should
prioritize developing a comprehensive action plan that promotes financing, infrastructure development, and measures to
enhance social cohesion. Additionally, a territorial marketing strategy aimed at improving the image of cities can
significantly contribute to establishing Tunisia as a leading Mediterranean destination.

However, this study has several limitations that open avenues for further research. First, its focus on a single country
limits the generalizability of the findings to other contexts. Second, although the qualitative approach offers valuable
insights, it could be complemented by quantitative studies to more accurately assess the impacts of alternative tourism
(AT). These limitations point to several promising directions for future research, including comparative analyses of AT
practices in various emerging economies, longitudinal studies on the effects of AT on territorial development, and
investigations into the resilience mechanisms of AT initiatives in times of crisis.
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Appendix 1

Interview Guide for the Qualitative Study with Tourism Professionals Interviewee: Gender, Age, Jobtitle.
1. Tell me about AT as a field of activity in Tunisia.

2. Tell me about the difficulties encountered when practicing AT in Tunisia.

3. What are the prospects for the development of AT in Tunisia?

4. Tell me about AT's contribution to territorial development in Tunisia.

REFERENCES

Addai, G., Suh, J., Bardsley, D., Robinson, G., & Guodaar, L. (2024). Exploring sustainable development within rural regions in Ghana:
A rural web approach. Sustainable Development. https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2887

Ahmed, H., & Riaz, H. (2024). The potential of accessible tourism for sustainable development of local communities in northern
Pakistan. Journal of Entrepreneurship, Management and Innovation, 20(3), 104-125. https://doi.org/10.7341/20242036

Barrado Timon, D. A. (2016). Tourist destination and territorial competitiveness: a closer look geography to territorial competitiveness
and the role of the territory as a competitive factor. Esic Market Economics and Business Journal, 47(2), 233-252. https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/305036171

Baydeniz, E., Cilgmoglu, H., & Sandikc1, M. (2024). Ecotourism: For a sustainable future. In Future Tourism Trends, 1 77-89. Emerald
Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-83753-244-520241006

Beauden, J. (2025). Eco-conscious tourism: A responsible approach to sustainable travel growth. ResearchGate. https://www.
researchgate.net/publication

Bhatti, H. Y., Galan-Ladero, M. M., & Galera-Casquet, C. (2023). "Clean Hunza Project" :Responsible consumption for sustainable
tourism. In Dealing with Socially Responsible Consumers: Studies in Marketing 457-480. Springer Nature Singapore.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-19-4457-4_25

Bhuiyan, M. A., Zhang, Q., Xuan, W., Rahman, M. K., & Khare, V. (2023). Does good governance promote sustainable tourism? A
systematic review of PESTEL analysis. SN Business & Economics, 3(1), 33. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43546-022-00408-x

Bitoun, R. E., David, G., & Devillers, R. (2023). Strategic use of ecosystem services and co-benefits for Sustainable Development Goals.
Sustainable Development, 31(3), 1296-1310. https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2448

Blanton, A., Ewane, E. B., McTavish, F., Watt, M. S., Rogers, K., Daneil, R., Vizcaino, I., Novo Gomez, A., Pitumpe Arachchige, P. S., King, S.
A. L., Galgamuwa, G. A. P., Palacios Pefiaranda, M. L., Al-Musawi, L., Montenegro, J. F., Broadbent, E. N., Almeyda Zambrano, A. M.,
Hudak, A. T., Swangjang, K., Velasquez-Camacho, L., Mohan, M. (2024). Ecotourism and mangrove conservation in Southeast Asia:
Current trends and perspectives. Journal of Environmental Management, 365,121529. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2024.121529

Cabral, C., & Dhar, R. L. (2020). Ecotourism research in India: From an integrative literature review to a future research framework.
Journal of Ecotourism, 19(1), 23-49. https://doi.org/10.1080/14724049.2019.1625359

Casado-Aranda, L. A., Sanchez-Fernandez, J., & Bastidas-Manzano, A. B. (2021). Tourism research after the COVID-19 outbreak: Insights for
more sustainable, local, and smart cities. Sustainable Cities and Society, 73, 103126. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.5¢s.2021.103126

Charkina, T., Pikulina, O., Zadoja, V., & Tsviliy, S. (2022). Improvement of the tourism industry management due to the introduction of
new trends and types of tourism. Journal of Tourism, 29(1), 45-59. https://doi.org/10.31733/2786-491X-2022-1-108-117

Chen, K. H., Huang, L., & Ye, Y. (2023). Research on the relationship between wellness tourism experience and revisit intention: A chain mediation
model. International Journal of Contemporary Hospitality Management, 35(3), 893-918. https://doi.org/10.1108/1JCHM-01-2022-0050

Chen, Z. (2021). Research on ecological rural tourism development based on green environmental protection model. IOP Conf Ser Earth
Environ Sci, 769, 2. https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/769/2/022048

Cleveland, T. (2021). A history of tourism in Africa: Exoticization, exploitation, and enrichment. Ohio University Press. https://doi.org/
10.2307/j.ctv224txwk

Cooper, C., & Hall, C. M. (2022). Contemporary tourism: An international approach. Routledge. ISBN 9780750663502

Craciun, A. M., Dezsi, S., Pop, F., & Cecilia, P. (2022). Rural tourism—Viable alternatives for preserving local specificity and
sustainable socio-economic development: Case study—"Valley of the Kings" (Gurghiului Valley, Mures County, Romania).
Sustainability, 14(23), 16295. https://doi.org/10.3390/su142316295

Delisle, M. A., & Jolin, L. (2007). Is another form of tourism possible? Ethics, actors, concepts, constraints, good practices, resources,
PUQ, Quebec, 167 p. (In French).

Dessai, A. G. (2023). Sustainable tourism. In Environment, resources, and sustainable tourism: Goa as a case study 187-228. Springer
Nature Singapore. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-1843-0_7

Devkota, T. P. (2024). The climate change and ecotourism management. In Ecotourism Destination in Archipelago Countries 226.
http//www.wttc.org/publication access

Duxbury, N., & Bakas, F. E. (2021). Creative tourism: A humanistic paradigm in practice. In Humanistic Management and Sustainable
Tourism 111-131. Routledge. ISBN9781003108955

Emre, Y., Ismail, O., & Erge, T. (2023). Investigation of knowledge and attitudes of Turkish spectators towards Formula 1 Turkey Grand
Prix. Scientific Collection «InterConf+», 29(139), 331-348. https://doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-20.01.2023.032

Esparza-Huamanchumo, R. M., Botezan, |., Sanchez-Jimenez, R., & Villalba-Condori, K. O. (2024). Ecotourism, sustainable tourism,
and nature-based tourism: An analysis of emerging fields in tourism scientific literature. Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites, 54,
953-966. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.542spl19-1270

Esses, D., & Csete, M. S. (2023). Reconceptualizing regional inequalities: The application of a modified Philippe Martin model to the
tourism sector. Periodica Polytechnica Social and Management Sciences, 31(1), 28-37. https://doi.org/10.3311/PPs0.17329

Eva, M., & Esposito, M. (2024). COVID-19 disruptions driving sustainable tourism: A case of the Hawaiian tourism industry.
International Journal of Teaching and Case Studies, 14(4), 325-347. https://doi.org/10.1504/1JTCS.2024.139174

Flérez, M. F., Linares, J. F., Carrillo, E., Mendes, F. M., & de Sousa, B. (2022). Proposal for a framework to develop sustainable tourism
on the Santurbdn Moor, Colombia, as an alternative source of income between environmental sustainability and mining.
Sustainability, 14(14), 8728. https://doi.org/10.3390/su14148728

Forsberg, T. (2003). The Ground without Foundation: Territory as a Social Construct. Geopolitics, 8(2), 7-24. https://doi.org/10.1080/714001038

47


https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2887
https://doi.org/10.7341/20242036
https://www/
https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-83753-244-520241006
https://www/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43546-022-00408-x
https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2448
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2024.121529
https://doi.org/10.1080/14724049.2019.1625359
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scs.2021.103126
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-01-2022-0050
https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/10.3390/su142316295
http://dx.doi.org/10.51582/interconf.19-20.01.2023.032
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.542spl19-1270
https://doi.org/10.3311/PPso.17329
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJTCS.2024.139174
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14148728

Nourhen FATNASSI, Imed ZAIEM, Zeineb Al Hadi NAGARA, Bechir FRIDHI

Fraenkel, S., lunius, R. F. (2007). Hospitality Industry: Environment and Management. De Boeck Supérieur, France, 200 p. (In French),
ISBN 978-2-8014-5192-8.

Funduk, M., Biondi¢, 1., & Simoni¢, A. L. (2023). Revitalizing rural tourism: A Croatian case study in sustainable practices.
Sustainability, 16(1), 31. https://doi.org/10.3390/su16010031

Gao, J., & Wu, B. (2017). Revitalizing traditional villages through rural tourism: A case study of Yuanjia Village, Shaanxi Province,
China. Tourism Management, 63, 223-233. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2017.04.003

Gautam, V. (2023). Why local residents support sustainable tourism development? Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 31(3), 877-893.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2022.2082449

Ghobadi, G. J., & Verdian, M. S. (2016). The environmental effects of tourism development in Noushahr. Open Journal of Ecology,
6(9), 529-536. https://doi.org/10.4236/0je.2016.69050

Giampiccoli, A., & Mtapuri, O. (2021). From conventional to alternative tourism: Rebalancing tourism towards a community-based
tourism approach in Hanoi, Vietnam. Social Sciences, 10(5), 176. https://doi.org/10.3390/s0csci10050176

Gmira, F., & Laajinl, T. (2017). Solidary tourism, enhancemnt tool of territorial resources: "L’association migration and développement"
Case. International Journal of Innovation and Applied Studies, 19(4), 781-788. ISSN 2028-9324 19 No. 4 Mar. 2017, 781-788

Gogitidze, G., Nadareishvili, N., Harun, R., Arion, I. D., & Muresan, 1. C. (2023). Exploring residents’ perceptions towards tourism
development—A case study of the Adjara Mountain Area. Sustainability, 15(1), 492. https://doi.org/10.3390/su15010492

Graillot, L. (2021). Principal Factors of Well-being in the Field of Tourism: An Application to the Case of Active Sports Tourism.
Téoros. Revue de recherche en tourisme, 40(40-1) (In French). http://journals.openedition.org/teoros/9858

Hahina, N. V., Galai, E. I., Aliaskarov, D., & Tokpanov, Y. A. (2022). Ecological tourism development in the national parks of
Belarus. Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites, 44(4), 1216-1221. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.44405-937

Halvorson-Quevedo, R., Lingnau, H., & Sattelberger, J. (2015). How can resources be better mobilized for sustainable developmen. (In
French). https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/dcr-2014-fr

Hanini, M., & Mizen, F. (2023). Social and Solidarity Tourism: Stakeholders' Perceptions and Territorial Issues - The Case of the Island of Djerba,
Tunisia. Alternatives Managériales Economiques, 5(1), 451-471. (In French). https://doi.org/10.48374/IMIST.PRSM/ame-v5i1.37701

Hazebroucq, J. M. (2007). Innovative Destinations and Tourism Development. Marché et Organisations (1), 117-153. (In French).
https://doi.org/10.3917/maorg.003.0117

Hellal, M., & Aliouet, S. (2023). Tourism in the city of Sousse, Tunisia: Evolution, crisis, and regenerative development. Lucrarile
Seminarului Geografic "Dimitrie Cantemir”, 51(1), 50-73. https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2448

lliev, D. (2020). The evolution of religious tourism: Concept, segmentation, and development of new identities. Journal of Hospitality
and Tourism Management, 45, 131-140. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhtm.2020.07.012

Jaballah, M., & Depetris-Chauvin, N. (2022). How to better position Tunisia as an attractive holiday destination for European visitors
and align the offer with their expectations? https://sonar.ch/hesso/documents/321863

Jaremen, D. E., Nawrocka, E., & Zemta, M. (2020). Externalities of development of the sharing economy in tourism cities. International
Journal of Tourism Cities, 6(1), 138-157. https://doi.org/10.1108/1JTC-05-2019-0068

Kastenholz, E., Eusébio, C., & Carneiro, M. J. (2018). Segmenting the rural tourist market by sustainable travel behaviour: Insights from village
visitors in Portugal. Journal of Destination Marketing & Management, 10, 132-142. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2018.09.001

Koscak, M., & O’Rourke, T. (Eds.). (2023). Ethical and responsible tourism: Managing sustainability in local tourism destinations.
Taylor & Francis. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003358688

Kumar, S., Hasija, N., Kumar, V., & Sageena, G. (2023). Ecotourism: A holistic assessment of environmental and socio-economic
effects towards sustainable development. Current World Environment, 18(2), 589-607. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2018.09.001

La liberté, M. (2005). Sustainable, Equitable, Solidarity-Based, Responsible, Social Tourism—= A Touch of Understanding. Téoros.
Revue de recherche en tourisme, 24(24-2), 69-71. (In French). http://journals.openedition.org/teoros/1542

Laajini, T. (2021). The Contribution of Alternative Tourism to Territorial Development: What Lessons Can Be Learned? The Case of «Hiking and
Discoveries». Alternatives Managériales Economiques, 3(3), 622-642. (In French). https://doi.org/10.48374/IMIST.PRSM/ame-v3i3.27457

Lu, C. W., Huang, J. C., Chen, C., Shu, M. H., Hsu, C. W., & Bapu, B. T. (2021). An energy-efficient smart city for sustainable green
tourism industry. Sustainable Energy Technologies and Assessments, 47, 101494. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seta.2021.101494

Ludivynn, M. (2013). A Cultural and Linguistic Globalization? The Case of Cultural and Linguistic Promotion Organizations. Etudes
caribéennes, 22. (In French). https://doi.org/10.4000/etudescaribeennes.5840

MacKenzie, N., & Gannon, M. J. (2019). Exploring the antecedents of sustainable tourism development. International Journal of
Contemporary Hospitality Management, 31(6), 2411-2427. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-05-2018-0384

Mahmoudi, Z. (2021). Sustainable Tourism: From the Emergence of the Concept to its Practice in the Time of Covid. Journal of Integrated Studies
in Economics, Law, Technical Sciences & Communication, 1(1). (In French). https:/Amww.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284421978

Mathew, P. V., & Nimmi, P. M. (2021). Sustainable tourism development: Discerning the impact of responsible tourism on community
well-being. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Insights. https://doi.org/10.1108/JHTI1-02-2021-0052

Megha, A. H., & Sarker, J. U. (2024). Sustainable rural tourism: A social transformation of rural area. Journal of Tourism & Adventure,
7(1), 54-76. https://doi.org/10.3126/jota.v7i1.69539

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M., & Saldafia, J. (2014). Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods Sourcebook (3rd ed.). Sage.
https://doi.org/10.1177/239700221402800402

Ndamgoba, A. (2024). The role of tourism sector in promoting community development: Evidence from Arusha region (Doctoral
dissertation, The Open University of Tanzania). http://repository.out.ac.tz/id/eprint/4219

Pane, P. (2024). New models for the development of sustainable tourism : Encouraging the participation of local communities.
Perspective Politice, 17, 141. https://doi.org/10.25019/perspol/24.17.0.14

Perera, E., & Roux, N. L. (2021). Sports Tourism and Health: Desire for Eco-Playful Adventure or the Fabrication of an Imagined Well-
being Here and Elsewhere. Téoros. Revue de recherche en tourisme, 40(40-1). (In French). http://journals.openedition.org/teoros/9961

Pickel-Chevalier, S., & Knafou, R. (2011). Tourism and Sustainable Development: From Slow Emergence to Problematic
Implementation. Géoconfluences. https://geoconfluences.ens-lyon.fr/doc/typespace/tourisme/TourScient4.htm

Priatmoko, S., Kabil, M., Akaak, A., Lakner, Z., Gyuricza, C., & David, L. D. (2023). Understanding the complexity of rural tourism
business: Scholarly perspective. Sustainability, 15(2), 1193. https://doi.org/10.3390/su15021193

48


https://doi.org/10.3390/su16010031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2017.04.003
https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2022.2082449
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/oje.2016.69050
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10050176
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15010492
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.44405-937
https://doi.org/10.48374/IMIST.PRSM/ame-v5i1.37701
https://doi.org/10.3917/maorg.003.0117
https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.2448
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhtm.2020.07.012
https://sonar.ch/hesso/documents/321863
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJTC-05-2019-0068
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2018.09.001
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003358688
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jdmm.2018.09.001
https://doi.org/10.48374/IMIST.PRSM/ame-v3i3.27457
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.seta.2021.101494
https://doi.org/10.4000/etudescaribeennes.5840
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCHM-05-2018-0384
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284421978
https://doi.org/10.1108/JHTI-02-2021-0052
https://doi.org/10.3126/jota.v7i1.69539
https://doi.org/10.1177/239700221402800402
http://repository.out.ac.tz/id/eprint/4219
https://geoconfluences.ens-lyon.fr/doc/typespace/tourisme/TourScient4.htm
https://doi.org/10.3390/su15021193

The Contribution of Alternative Tourism to Territorial Development: The Case of Tunisia

Romelaer, P. (2005). Chapter 4. The Research Interview. Methods & Research, 101-137. (In French). https://doi.org/10.3917/dbu.rouss.2005.01.0101

Sampieri, S., & Bagader, M. (2024). Sustainable tourism development in Jeddah: Protecting cultural heritage while promoting travel
destination. Sustainability, 16(21), 9148. https://doi.org/10.3390/su16219148

Soleymani, Z., Sojasi Qeidari, H., Shayan, H., Seyfi, S., & Vo-Thanh, T. (2025). Enhancing Sustainable Rural Tourism Through Memorable
Experiences: A Means-End Chain Analysis. International Journal of Tourism Research, 27(2), €2800. https://doi.org/10.1002/jtr.2800

Solo, P., Lubis, S. N., & Aritonang, E. Y. (2025). Strategies for Ecotourism Development at Puncak Tangke Tabu, Sempajaya Village, Berastagi,
Karo Regency. South Asian Journal of Social Studies and Economics, 22(1), 124-134. https://doi.org/10.9734/sajsse/2025/v22i1949

Song, H., Li, G., & Cao, Z. (2018). Tourism and economic globalization: An emerging research agenda. Journal of Travel Research,
57(8), 999-1011. https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287517734943

Song, H., Qiu, R. T., & Park, J. (2019). A review of research on tourism demand forecasting: Launching the Annals of Tourism Research
Curated Collection on tourism demand forecasting. Annals of Tourism Research, 75, 338-362. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2018.12.001

Sgrensen, F., & Grindsted, T. S. (2021). Sustainability approaches and nature tourism development. Annals of Tourism Research, 91,
103307. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2021.103307

Sutrisno, A. D., Lee, C. H., Suhardono, S., & Suryawan, . W. K. (2024). Empowering communities for sustainable transition:
Integrating tourism with economic and sociodemographic dynamics in post-mining strategies. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites,
55(3), 1112-1123. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.55312-1284

Tamvada, M. (2020). Corporate social responsibility and accountability: A new theoretical foundation for regulating CSR. International
Journal of Corporate Social Responsibility, 5(1), 2. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40991-019-0045-8

Tang, C., Han, Y., & Ng, P. (2022). Green consumption intention and behavior of tourists in urban and rural destinations. Journal of
Environmental Planning and Management, 1-25. https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2022.2061927

Tardif, J. (2003). Ecotourisme et développement durable. VertigO - La revue électronique en sciences de I'environnement, 4(1).
https://doi.org/10.4000/vertigo.4575

Terkenli, T. S. (2024). Tourism and landscape. In The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Tourism 166-180. Wiley-Blackwell.
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119753797.ch12

Thiétart, R. A., Xuereb, J. M., Barthélemy, J., Donada, C., & van Wijk, C. G. (2015). Chapter 7. Analysis of Strategic
Capabilities. Management Sup, 3, 103-126. (In French) https://shs.cairn.info/strategies--9782100722549-page-103?lang=fr.

Tian, T., Choong, C. K., Wong, L. S., & Chen, M. (2025). Exploring the Impact of Economic and Social Dimensions on Tourism
Development in Traditional Villages: A Case. In Proceedings of the 12th International Conference on Business, Accounting, Finance
and Economics (BAFE 2024) 317, p. 215. Springer Nature. https://doi.org/10.2991/978-94-6463-666-6_13

Vanhove, N. (2022). The economics of tourism destinations: Theory and practice. Routledge.

Williams, A. M., & Shaw, G. (2009). Future play: tourism, recreation and land use. Land Use Policy, 26, S326-S335. https://doi.org/10.
4324/9781003258186

Wiranatha, A. S., Suryawardani, I. G. A. O., Petr, C., & Kencana, I. P. E. N. (2024). Priority of criteria for agritourism development in
Bali. Jurnal Kajian Bali (Journal of Bali Studies), 14(1), 234-258. https://doi.org/10.24843/JKB.2024.v14.i01.p11

Wu, M. Y., Tong, Y., Li, Q., Wall, G., & Wu, X. (2023). Interaction rituals and social relationships in a rural tourism destination.
Journal of Travel Research, 62(7), 1480-1496. https://doi.org/10.1177/00472875221130495

Yachin, J. M., & loannides, D. (2020). “Making do” in rural tourism: The resourcing behavior of tourism micro-firms. Journal of
Sustainable Tourism, 28(7), 1003-1021. https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2020.1715993

Yanan, L., Ismail, M. A., & Aminuddin, A. (2024). How has rural tourism influenced the sustainable development of traditional villages?
A systematic literature review. Heliyon. 10, Issue 4e25627

Yang, J., Ma, H., & Weng, L. (2022). Transformation of rural space under the impact of tourism: The case of Xiamen, China. Land, 11,
928. https://doi.org/10.3390/1and11060928

Article history: ~ Received: 20.03.2025 Revised: 28.11.2025 Accepted: 23.12.2025 Available online: 14.01.2026

49


https://doi.org/10.3917/dbu.rouss.2005.01.0101
https://doi.org/10.3390/su16219148
https://doi.org/10.1002/jtr.2800
https://doi.org/10.9734/sajsse/2025/v22i1949
https://doi.org/10.1177/0047287517734943
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2018.12.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2021.103307
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40991-019-0045-8
https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2022.2061927
https://doi.org/10.4000/vertigo.4575
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119753797.ch12
https://doi.org/10.%204324/9781003258186
https://doi.org/10.%204324/9781003258186
https://dx.doi.org/10.24843/JKB.2024.v14.i01.p11
https://doi.org/10.1177/00472875221130495
https://doi.org/10.1080/09669582.2020.1715993
https://www.cell.com/heliyon/issue?pii=S2405-8440(23)X0017-6
https://doi.org/10.3390/land11060928

