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Abstract: To analyze the potential of sacred places as well as natural and recreational objects within the borders of the North
Kazakhstan region of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the development of complex tourist routes. We examined archival data
and documents and assessed the results of a sociological survey using statistical and mathematical processing, with tourist
routes mapped out. The material under analysis and the results of the sociological survey enabled us to evaluate the touristic
appeal and relevance of sacred places, as well as that of natural and recreational objects, in the North Kazakhstan region. A
number of complex routes characterized by cultural, historical, pilgrimage, archeological, and environmental diversity were
proposed. The cartographic material at hand enabled us to display a spatial plan of routes and accurately reflect the
development potential of the region's tourism sector. The land of North Kazakhstan has the potential to expand the tourism
industry. The demonstrated sacred places and diverse natural sites enable the creation of complex routes. We assessed the
sacred places’ properties and determined the degree of attractiveness exhibited by complex routes, thus confirming the tourist
opportunities offered by the region. These routes were designed to promote various directives such as historical, patriotic, and
cultural education, natural world exploration, pilgrimage, spiritual awakening, and archaeology. Their use will contribute to
the preservation of cultural and historical values, the expansion of international and domestic relations, and the development
of the economy and sustainability in the region. Skillful management in planning complex tourist routes in the North
Kazakhstan region will facilitate the strengthening of ties between different communities and cultures, which is of great
relevance for the multinational and multicultural country that is Kazakhstan.

Keywords: recreational and natural sites, sacred places, complex tourist routes, North Kazakhstan region, tourism, tourism
industry, local history, sociological survey

INTRODUCTION

The development of tourism in the North Kazakhstan region has many significant aspects that can positively affect the
local population, economy, and public welfare. Tourism contributes to the creation of new jobs and the development of
entrepreneurship, and it can also facilitate the diversification of the economy. It encourages the creation and improvement
of infrastructure such as roads, airports, public transport, cultural and sports facilities. The development of tourism can
foster the conservation of natural resources and cultural heritage, as it often becomes a point of interest for tourists and
results in economic growth (Kantarci, 2007a; Syzdykbayeva et al., 2015; Kuralbayev et al., 2016; Kuralbayev et al., 2019;
Saparov et al., 2017). Kazakhstan offers a multitude of unique sights and attractions for tourists. Each region of Kazakhstan
has a tourist potential represented by natural, historical, archaeological, cultural, and other places and objects (Smykova,
2015; Abubakirova et al., 2016; Aliaskarov et al., 2017; Aliyeva et al., 2019; Tiberghien, 2019; Wendt, 2020). It is essential
to explore this potential, enabling its use in the expansion of the tourism business in the republic's multiple areas.
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The North Kazakhstan region is also uniquely distinct in terms of its tourism industry. The study of the tourism
potential of the region in question is on the list of the region's development priorities. Studying the region’s domain allows
one to preserve and transfer knowledge about its history, traditions, culture, and customs. This serves to strengthen the
community's identity, preserve the national, cultural, and historical heritage, as well as conserve the uniqueness of nature
sites (Zhidkoblinova, 2013; Chlachula, 2019; Dmitriyev et al., 2021a). Learning about one's own region inspires people to
assume an active role in its development, support local projects, and embrace shared values. Awareness of local history,
culture, and ecology can attract travelers and help the region's tourism industry flourish. In combination with unique cultural
and historical sites, the use of cartographic material and data on natural and recreational resources enables us to outline the
region’s tourist potential (Ziyadin and Takhtaeva, 2014; Zhakupov et al., 2015; Wendt, 2016; Dunets et al., 2019).

The North Kazakhstan region's geographical location has a considerable bearing on the region's tourism potential. One
of the features that can enhance the area’s touristic appeal at hand is its border-adjacent location, auspicious for tourism
exchange and the development of cross-border tourism. The region boasts a diverse nature, including steppes, forests,
rivers, and lakes. This natural land scape provides unique opportunities for eco-tourism, hunting, fishing, hiking, and
cycling. The combination of various ethnic groups forms a unique cultural atmosphere. Local traditions, customs and
cuisine can attract tourists who want to immerse themselves in the local culture (Matviichuk et al., 2023).

This richness of distinctive characteristics exhibited by the territory under study is of great touristic importance when
creating complex or combined routes. This makes it possible to consider the needs of a wider range of tourists, combining
all types of tourism and emphasizing the historical, cultural and natural attractiveness of the region (Bancerova and
Kasimova, 2018; Ismagulova et al., 2020; Usmonova et al., 2022). The North Kazakhstan region is distinguished by its
natural beauty as well as its rich and eventful history full of architectural sights, archaeological discoveries, and cultural
land marks. A plethora of sites and objects within the region carry sacred significance and are recognized on the national
level. At the same time, this list is not exhaustive. A number of sites and objects of sacred importance and relevance for
developing the tourism industry can also be identified at the regional level. Thus, it is necessary to study the sacred places
of the studied region in order to assess the possibility of using them to create tourist routes.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The following methods were used in this paper: analysis of archival data and documents, a sociological survey, methods
of statistical processing and mathematical analysis, with mapping used for visualization. At the first stage of the study, the
list of sacred places of the North Kazakhstan region was studied, and a classification was carried out.

At the second stage, a subjective assessment of the attractiveness of sacred places was obtained during a sociological
survey. After analyzing the results of the survey, a list of the main criteria was compiled, and the weighting coefficient of these
criteria was obtained to assess the tourist attractiveness of sacred sites. The level of sacred sites and objects’ attractiveness
was assessed using a comprehensive quality indicator. This indicator was calculated using the weighted mean.

k=2ki 2. (1) Fomin et al., 2020

where ki is an indicator of the i-th property of the object, points; ai is the weight coefficient of the k Indicators, a unit
fraction (3 ai=l). This formula is universal. This technique, the available scientific materials, and the results of the survey
made it possible to calculate the weight coefficients and thus assess the properties of a sacred object with a view to
calculating its potential. After that, complex routes were identified, which is based on the transport logistics of the North
Kazakhstan region. Upon mapping the routes, we were able to visualize their spatial position within the borders of the
region at hand (Semochkina, 2012; Baryshnikov et al., 2019; Dmitriyev et al., 2021b).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Today, each country has uniquely significant sites or objects (Kantarci, 2007b; Chernova and Sukhova, 2017
Juraturgunov et al., 2023). Kazakhstan is no exception. One of the strategies employed by the Republic of Kazakhstan is
the development of sacred geography, a branch of local history that studies the country’s each individual region, locality, etc.,
a cause important for the population of each respective territory. Sites that carry special spiritual or sacred significance for a
particular religious, cultural, or spiritual tradition are called sacred places. Moreover, there are a number of nuances depending
on the particular term used when discussing objects or places in sacred geography. In light of the direction in which the
tourism industry is developing within the borders of the North Kazakhstan region, we encourage using the term sacred place.

Sacred places or objects can be either natural landscapes such as mountains, rivers, forests, and others, or they can be
created by man (temples, churches, mosques, etc.). People may consider these places special, worship them, perform rituals
or prayers in them in the hope of receiving spiritual inspiration, protection, or healing (Rybina and Lee, 2021). Visiting
sacred places is of interest to tourists, notably for education purposes. Cognitive tourism is a form of travel focused on
educational and cognitive goals, cultural enrichment, and the acquisition of new knowledge. The key idea is not only to
relax, but also to learn something new, and immerse yourself in local culture, history, art, and traditions (Purkin et al.,
2017; Monyok et al., 2020; Bogdat-Brzezinska et al., 2023; Mukatova et al., 2024).

The sociological survey we conducted included 822 respondents and revealed their keen interest in visiting and
studying the sacred places of North Kazakhstan, and enabled us to flag the criteria of their attractiveness. The questionnaire
list includes questions characterizing the cultural and historical significance of sacred sites, the level of development of
logistics, infrastructure, natural and environmental attractiveness, etc. A sociological survey helps to identify research data
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that needs to be analyzed (Ignatov, 2011). The analysis of the questionnaire resulted in drawing several key conclusions.
First of all, the region’s territory offers a unique potential of sacred and natural places and objects. Second, the study of the
native land contributes to enlightenment and education and promotes patriotism. Third, the possibility of creating integrated
routes will attract more potential tourists by combining their needs. Last but not least, we used the results of the survey to
determine the scores showing the appeal of sacred places and objects. Naturally, every object or place included in the tourist
route must be attractive to tourists. Determining the tourist attractiveness of unique sites consists of various factors, including
cultural, natural, historical, and recreational aspects. Based on the sociological survey, we compiled a list of the main criteria
and calculated their weighting coefficients, which, in turn, can be used to assess the tourist attractiveness of a sacred site:

I. The development of the transport network, Logistics.

Il. Tourism potential: The facility's ability to attract a wide range of tourists and create a positive experience for
different categories of visitors.

I11. Tourist infrastructure: Availability of convenient transit, good accommodation, restaurants, and tourist services.

IV.Natural beauty: Attractiveness of a natural object, such as land scapes, mountains, waterfalls, beaches, which can
inspire and enchant tourists.

V. Cultural heritage: The site’s cultural and historical significance, including monuments, architecture, museums,
and traditions.

VI. Environmental sustainability: Maintaining the site’s ecological integrity and taking measures for sustainable tourism.

VII. Safety and convenience: Level of security for tourists and the facility’s accessibility, including easy access and
accommodation facilities.

VIII. Entertainment options: Availability of a variety of entertainment activities such as theme parks, festivals, events,
and excursions.

IX. Ethno-gastronomic diversity: Unique culinary opportunities and traditions that attract food aficionados.

X. Innovation and technology: Using innovative technologies to enrich the travel experience, for example, virtual tours,
interactive exhibitions, etc.

Table 1. Assessment of sacred places and objects’ properties (Source: the authors' own calculations)

Properties Quantitative assessment of the parameter regarding the object (ki), points The weighting
of sacred factor of the
objects 1 2 3 4 5 indicator (ai)
Insufficient Access to roads . Good development
Lack of well- . The presence of national
| aved roads development of the _of regional importance roads of the transport 0.15
P transport network importance network
Insignificant Presence of a variet A significant Presence of sacred The presence of
1l combination of of sacred place ty ez variety of sacred places of national many sacred places 0.1
sacred place types P P place types importance of national importance
Land scaping of recre-
. ation areas (access to R A .
Minor land Auvailability of | Availability of overnight - -
I scaping b:r?éul;zr\t/sglhesmcasﬁ d food outlets accommodation Major facilities 0.05
rain protection, etc.)
v Abs;nrg&\a/vct); old- Ordinary old-growth Morenzlt%rrlglcant Unique old-growth Old-growth objects 015
attractions natural objects monuments natural monuments protected by law
Lack of . . More significant | Sights of historical and | Attractions protected
v attractions Minor attractions attractions artistic value by law 0.1
Presence of Compliance Compliance with the Uniquely clean
VI visible Odor composition with the stand ards for drinking reservoirs with 0.08
contamination regulations water springs
Av_allablll_ty of Presence of a rural Large area of Predominance of Many unique
Vil industrial settlements network, agricultural land | protected natural areas rotected areas 0.05
facilities land fills 9 P P
Availability of No significant variety of | Wide variety of re-
Lack of Monotonous events entertainment recreational activities | creational activities
VI recreational ) L such as theme parks, | such as theme parks, 0.1
A and excursions activities such . :
activities festivals, events and | festivals, events and
as theme parks - .
excursions excursions
Lack of culinary Monotonous Presence of No significant variety of | Wide variety of unique
IX opportunities astronomic flavor ethno-gastro- culinary opportunities | culinary opportunities 0.12
and traditions g nomic traditions and traditions and traditions
Insufficient Availability of The development of in- | Good development
Lack of develooment of innovative novative technologies to of virtual tours,
X innovative innoF\)/ative technolodies to enrich the tourist expe- interactive 0.1
technologies . 109 rience: virtual tours, intera- exhibitions,
technologies enrich the . - . h
ctive exhibitions and maps | interactive maps, etc.
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Successful tourist sites often combine several of these criteria, providing diversity and sparking visitors’ interest. To
assess the potential of each sacred object, a complex quality indicator was used, with the weighted mean at its core (1). An
assessment of each sacred object’s potential is given, based on a modified complex quality indicator obtained via weighted
mean calculation, with10 criteria under a 5-point system. The properties of sacred objects were determined based on a
number of criteria, enabling us to organize the material under analysis as a table (Table 1).

The analysis of the table's contents made it possible to identify the most significant criteria when assessing the potential
of each sacred place and object. According to the respondents, the most important indicators are those pertaining to the
development of the transport network and the presence of unique natural and recreational facilities. These indicators have a
maximum coefficient of 0.15. A lower value was obtained for criteria characterizing the development of tourist
infrastructure: 0.05; environmental sustainability: 0.08; the level of safety and convenience for tourists: 0.05.

The average values between 0.1 and 0.12 belong to the remaining half of the criteria. These include the tourism
potential, entertainment opportunities, the attractiveness of a cultural heritage site, ethno-gastronomic diversity, innovations
and technologies aimed at using virtual opportunities for tourists. The scores of these parameters describe the features of
the thematic orientation of tourist routes, such as cultural and historical, archaeological, pilgrimage, natural and
recreational. These are routes that notably combine enlightenment and education and offer an opportunity to touch cultural
values by enabling visitors to explore the unique natural sites of the North Kazakhstan region. The subdivision of sacred
sites can vary depending on various aspects such as religious beliefs, cultural traditions, and historical contexts. There
exists a list of sacred places and objects of national significance within the borders of the North Kazakhstan region**.

Below is an overview of the suggested sacred site types in the region, with each selected sacred place about a certain
type. We must mention, however, that we find the proposed typology rather crude. Cult sacred objects. These include
buildings built for religious rites, prayers, and worship, as well as other religious buildings. Archistratigo-Mikhailovsky
Convent. Located in the Zhamby!l district, Presnoredut village, North Kazakhstan region. Despite its derelict condition, it is
a place of pilgrimage. Kyzylzhar Central Mosque. Located in the city of Petropavlovsk.

Even though the mosque was built in the early 2000s, it is a crucial hub of spiritual and cultural life for the region's
population. The Din Muhammad Mosque. Located in the city of Petropavlovsk. One of the oldest religious sites in the
region, the mosque was built in 1854. The Church of All Saints. The Orthodox church is located in the city of
Petropavlovsk; the consecration took place in 1894. Cathedral of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul.

The Orthodox church is an architectural monument located in the city of Petropavlovsk. One of the oldest preserved
buildings in the city, the cathedral was founded in 1803. The Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The temple is
the oldest functioning Catholic parish in the Republic of Kazakhstan, located in the city of Petropavlovsk. This church was
built at the beginning of the 20th century thanks to exiled Poles and Germans.

The Star of Kazakhstan Altar. This altar was donated to the Kazakh people by Polish Catholics and consecrated in 2012
by Pope Benedict XVI. It is in the Tayynshinsky district, Ozernoye settlement, North Kazakhstan region.

Obijects associated with the names of famous cultural, public, and political figures of Kazakhstan.

Memorable objects associated with the name of Magzhan Zhumabaev. A renowned cultural and political figure of
Kazakhstan. The memorable places associated with his hame are located in the territory of the eponymous district. These
include: a memorial stone, the Sasykkul tract, and a museum located in the Magzhan Zhumabayev district, Sarytomar
village, North Kazakhstan region. Sabit Mukanov House Museum. Sabit Mukanov was a pillar of Kazakh literature, poet,
public figure, and academician. The museum is located in the Zhamby! district, Sabitvillage, North Kazakhstan region.

Memorable objects associated with the name of Gabit Musrepov. Gabit Musrepovwas a famous Kazakhstani writer,
translator, and public figure, who was awarded the Hero of Socialist Labor title. The sites commemorating him are
combined into a complex and include the Kyzkaragai pine grove, the Ulpan burial place site, the Musrepov museum. The
objects are located in the Zhamby! district, Zhanazhol village, North Kazakhstan region.

Ivan Petrovich Shukhov House Museum. Ivan Shukhov was a famous Kazakhstani writer, editor, local historian, public
figure. The house Museum is located in the Zhambyl district, Presnovka village, North Kazakhstan region.

Archaeological sacred sites of the North Kazakhstan region. The settlement of Ak-Iriy. Translated from Iranian, it
means "White Paradise". An outpost on the edge of the Saka world. The settlement belongs to the Saka era (V century
BC), it was an outpost between the inhabitants who inhabited the steppe and the forest.

The settlement was discovered by scientists in 1968, and excavations are still underway. The settlement is in the
Kyzylzhar district near the village of Dolmatova, North Kazakhstan region. The temple complex of Baykara. The temple
complex was discovered in 1956 by the expedition of archaeologist Kamil Akishev. In the period 1997-1999, the burial
ground was excavated by an international German-Kazakh archaeological expedition led by G. Parzinger and V.F.
Seibert. The complex is located in the Shal Akyn district, north of the city of Sergeevka, North Kazakhstan region. Botai
settlement. Botai settlement is an archaeological monument of the Eneolithic era (4-3 thousand BC). The main
archaeological interest is related to the fact that the first evidence of domestic domestication of horses was found here.
The researchers believe that the Botai cultural complex could play an important role in the process of domestication of
horses, which was important for the development of steppe nomadic cultures in the future.

Research in the Botai Settlement provides a unique perspective on the life and economic activities of the Mesolithic
and Neolithic peoples in the central part of Eurasia. Excavations began here at the end of the 20th century, and since
then they have continued, expand ing our knowledge of ancient times and the formation of human civilization. The
settlement is in the Ayyrtau district south-east of the village of Nikolskoye, North Kazakhstan region.
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Historical places

Abylai Khan's residence. The building is a monument of urban planning and architecture, it is one of the first stone
buildings of the city of Petropavlovsk. The building is associated with the activities of Abylai Khan, known for initiating
the unification of the Kazakh land s. It is located in the city of Petropavlovsk, North Kazakhstan region.

Syrymbet Manor. Syrymbet Manor, the Valikhanov family estate, is a monument of wooden architecture of the 19th
century. The Valikhanov family are direct descendants of the Kazakh Abylai Khan. The manor was built by decree of
Emperor Alexand er I in 1824. It is located in Ayyrtau district, near the village of Syrymbet, North Kazakhstan region.

"Akkusak meeting" Alash. It is a historical venue for the multi-thousand th national Assembly of Northern Kazakhstan.
It is included in the list of sacred sites of national importance in Kazakhstan.

Memorial complexes

Karasai and Agyntaibatyrov. The memorial complex is installed at the burial site on the site of the batyrs and is a
symbol of unity, friendship, unity of the peoples of Kazakhstan. It is located southeast of the village of Karasai, Ayyrtau
district, North Kazakhstan region.

The burial place of Kulsarybatyr. Kulsarybatyr is a statesman and public figure, an associate of Abylai Khan. The place
is in Yesilsky district, Bulak village, North Kazakhstan region.

The burial place of Kozhabergenzhyrau. Kozhabergenzhyrau is a famous Kazakh akin, musician, command er-in-chief
of the troops of Tauke Khan. The place is located in Zhamby! district, Blagoveshchenka village, North Kazakhstan region.

The physical, geographical and territorial features of the studied region contribute to the formation of the tourism
industry. The region has an area of 97.99 thousand km2, includes 13 administrative districts, is located in the northern part
of the country and borders Russia in the north. The terrain of the territory is flat, forests and forest—steppes predominate in
the north of the region, and steppes in the south. The Ishim River and numerous lakes are characteristic elements of the
land scape, the area is rich in natural resources ***,

High-quality roads are one of the necessary conditions for the development of domestic and foreign tourism, which
becomes a source of new income for residents of adjacent territories, contributing to the economic growth of the regions
and the country as a whole (Ceri¢ and Wigckowski, 2020). To further increase the tourist flow, it is necessary to provide a
modern and safe transport infrastructure. There are several requirements for the transport and operational performance of
public roads to ensure road safety. The main indicators of operational condition include roadway coverage, curbs, dividing
lanes, technical means of traffic management, artificial lighting, visibility, etc. A well-developed transport network,
including highways, which are represented by roads of republican, regional, and district significance. The total length is
8,996 km. Highways of republican significance have a length of 1,970 km, a regional — 1,983 km, and a district - 5,043 km,
providing communication between the region and other regions of Kazakhstan and Russia****.

There are many sacred places and other distinctive sights within each district of the North Kazakhstan region, and many
of them can be reached via highways of national importance. Each route can be used to build its unique tourist route, which
includes its own set of sacred places and natural and recreational facilities (Teslenok et al., 2021). Using the marked sacred
sites, several routes were proposed. These routes included the places and objects proposed by us that have natural,
recreational and other attractiveness, which are of no less importance for our region.

According to the logistics of the highways of the North Kazakhstan region, five directions were identified, along
which tourist routes were drawn up. These routes include sacred sites that combine religious, archaeological, historical
sacred sites and memorial complexes, as well as natural and recreational facilities. As already noted, the starting and
ending point of the routes will be the city of Petropavlovsk. Routes including sacred sites of republican significance in
the North Kazakhstan region are shown in Figure 1.

1. The route of the western direction from the city of Petropavlovsk. Visits to historical and educational sites are
complemented by natural and recreational facilities. Petropavlovsk, Lake Stanovoe, Afonkin ryam, Lake Mengiser,
Acrchistratigo-Mikhailovsky Convent, Sabit Mukanov House Museum, Kozhabergenzhyrau burial place, lvan Petrovich
Shukhov House Museum, memorable objects associated with the name of Gabit Musrepov.

2. The route of the northern direction from the city of Petropavlovsk. Visiting archaeological and natural recreation
sites. Petropavlovsk, Abylai Khan's residence, Kyzylzhar City Mosque, Serebryany Bor, Ak-Iriy settlement. The Ishim
River, Dolmat Lake with its unique nature, will harmoniously complement the proposed route.

3. The route of the eastern direction from the city of Petropavlovsk. Visiting Muslim sites: Kyzylzhar City Mosque,
Din Muhammad Mosque, Central Kyzylzhar Mosque. Visiting Orthodox sites: Petropavlovsk, the Church of All Saints,
the Cathedral of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, the Archangel Michael Convent. The route can be supplemented by
the temples of Matrona Moskovskaya, Lebyazhensky (M. Zhumabaev district). The Salty Lake will be a great addition
for balneological recreation.

4. The route of the south-eastern direction from the city of Petropavlovsk. Visiting Catholic and natural and
recreational facilities. Petropavlovsk, Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Altar "Star of Kazakhstan", Lake Teke.
This route will include the unique steppe land scapes along the route.

5. The route of the south-western direction from the city of Petropavlovsk. Visiting historical, archaeological, and
natural recreation sites. Petropaviovsk, Abylai Khan's residence, the Baykar Temple complex, Tarangul Lake, the burial
place of Kulsarybatyr. Sergeyevsky reservoir, Botai settlement, Sarymbet manor, Karasai and Agyntai Batyrov memorial
complex, Lake Shalkar, Lake Imantau.
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(A list and designations of sacred places and natural sites included in the proposed routes)
Memorable objects associated with the names of famous cultural, public and political figures of Kazakhstan
1. Memorable objects associated with the name of Gabit Musrepov; 2. Sabit Mukanov House Museum;
3. lvan Petrovich Shukhov House Museum; 4 .Memorable objects associated with the name of Magzhan Zhumabayev.
Memorial complexes
1. The burial place of Kozhabergenzhyrau; 2. The burial place of Kulsarybatyr; 3. Karasai and Agyntaibatyrov.
Cult sacred objects
1. Cathedral of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul; 2. Kyzylzhar City Mosque; 3.Church of the Ascension of the Lord; 4. The
Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus; 5. The Church of All Saints; 6. Din Muhammad Mosque; 7. Kyzylzhar Central
Mosque; 8. Archistratigo-Mikhailovsky Convent; 9. The Church of Matrona of Moscow; 10.The altar of the “Star of Kazakhstan".
Archaeological sacred sites
1. The settlement of Ak-Iriy; 2. The temple complex of Baykara; 3. Botai settlement.
Historical sacred sites
1. Abylai Khan's residence; 2. Syrymbet Manor; 3. "Akkusak meeting" Alash.
Natural sacred sites
1. Dolmat Lake; 2. Silver boron; 3. Afonkinryam; 4. Lake Stanovoe; 5. Lake Mengiser; 6. Salty Lake
7. Tarangul Lake; 8. Lake Shalkar; 9. Lake Imantau; 10. Lake Teke

Figure.1 Map of routes, including sacred places of republican significance in the North Kazakhstan region (Source: own elaboration)

To identify the attractiveness of the proposed complex tourist routes, including sacred sites of the territory of the North
Kazakhstan region, a comprehensive assessment of the recreational potential was carried out according to 10 criteria, on a
5-point scale. The result is presented as (k), taking into account the weighting factor of the indicator (ai). The results of the
evaluation calculations are shown in Table 2.

Table 2 includes the results of the calculation of the criteria used in Table 1. The maximum score is 5 points. The
ranking of the criteria is presented by the sum of the points. Based on this, 4-5 points are high, 3-4 points are average, 2-
3 points are insignificant, and less than 1 point is a low level of attractiveness. After analyzing the results obtained, it
was revealed that most of the proposed routes have a high final attractiveness score.

The first and fifth routes shown in the table have the highest possible score of 5. This can be explained by the variety
of places and objects of interest to tourists, as well as the uniqueness of the natural and recreational potential. These
routes are very rich, include a large number of sacred places and are combined with natural objects. The second and
third routes have a score slightly lower, 4.7-4.8, respectively. The fifth route in the southeastern direction received a
relatively low score of 3.78, which corresponds to the average attractiveness score. This can be explained by the limited
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number of sacred sites and natural and recreational facilities included on this route. Nevertheless, the assessment of the
attractiveness level of a significant majority of the routes presented has a high score.

Table 2. Comprehensive point assessment of the attractiveness of the proposed
integrated routes of the North Kazakhstan region (Source: the authors' own calculations)

Routes Criteria Lo vV VI VI XX incﬁﬁi“r:; 0
LT e g | 5 | 5 |5 |5 |5 |5 |5 |5 55| s
AT I IR I I IR R R I I R
T I IR I I IR A A R A R
él r-elz-(r:]t? orr? llj‘:f)r?\fttr?ee csi(t))lljtgf- TDa:ttforSavlovsk 4 4 4 3 4 5 5 3 4 3 3.78
Girection from the oy of peropaviovsk | 5 | 5 | 5 | 5|5 [5|5 |5 |55 5

The proposed tourist routes with categories of sacred places and natural objects of the North Kazakhstan region are
not exhaustive, this is only the view of the authors of the article. Many sacred places can have many functions and serve
various religious, cultural and educational purposes. Sacred sites can also attract pilgrims and tourists seeking to feel
connected to a spiritual or historical heritage. These places often become the center of religious and cultural events, as
well as a place of worship and reflection. In any case, these places are of interest not only from the local population, but
will also be in demand for tourists coming to this region (Foo and Krishnapillai, 2019; Qiu et al., 2020; Polukhina et al.,
2024). In addition, well-designed logistics and the availability of appropriate infrastructure will allow you to combine,
among other things, various forms of recreation. For those who like active recreation, it is possible to include in the
route, for example, hiking, rafting, etc. For tourists who prefer a calm, measured rest, it is possible to visit swimming
pools, relax on the beach. The natural resources of the North Kazakhstan region have the potential for all types of tourist
recreation, including balneological (Dmitriyev et al., 2023).

The starting point of the routes is the city of Petropavlovsk. It is an administrative, cultural and historical center,
including a large number of sacred sites, with tourist potential. Cities are very often used for tourism (Wang et al., 2022;
Taipakova, 2023; Vilcea et al., 2023). Therefore, for the organization of tourist activities in the studied region, it is
important to rationally build a tourist route, make it diverse, that is, combined. Combined tourist routes are routes that
include a variety of activities and various points of interest. Such routes may include hiking, cycling, horseback riding,
water excursions, visits to historical monuments, cultural events, etc. They provide tourists with a diverse and rich
experience. The developed combined tourist routes have a number of advantages, first of all, they can take into account
different interests of tourists, providing historical, natural, adventure and cultural aspects. Tourists can enjoy a variety of
activities, including outdoor enthusiasts, cultural excursions, nature trips, etc. A variety of activities can lead to increased
sales of travel services, the creation of new jobs and the development of the local economy. The competent involvement of
local communities in tourism initiatives helps them to benefit from tourism (Akbar et al., 2020). This can be through the
creation of tourism services, craft projects, the sale of local products, etc. Effective tourist routes help promote the region
by attracting the attention of potential visitors. This contributes to a positive image of the region and can attract investments
(El Archi et al., 2023; Savanchiyeva et al., 2023; Teklebrhan et al., 2023; Waiyausuri et al., 2023).

CONCLUSION

Consequently, the proposed option for developing the tourism industry in the North Kazakhstan region could have a
variety of meanings. First and foremost, it promotes regional economic development (Aktymbayeva et al., 2020; Batyrova
et al., 2018; Chlachula, 2020). Tourism contributes to the creation of new jobs, the development of local businesses and
infrastructure such as hotels, restaurants, shops, transportation services, etc. Secondly, the development of infrastructure. A
well-developed infrastructure is needed to attract tourists. Investments in roads, airports, museums and other tourist
facilities can positively affect the quality of life of local residents and the overall infrastructure of the region. Thirdly, it will
contribute to the preservation and popularization of cultural heritage (Vilcea, 2023). Tourism can contribute to the
preservation and promotion of the cultural heritage of the region. Drawing attention to traditions, history, crafts and local
customs can help preserve cultural uniqueness. Fourth, raising the level of education and awareness. The development of
tourism can contribute to improving the education of local residents, as new jobs are created in the service sector,
hospitality and tourism services. In addition, education will determine an increase in the level of knowledge, and contribute
to expand ing the horizons of tourists visiting the region (Wendt, 2020; Wendt and Bégdat-Brzezinska, 2024; Issakov et al.,
2023; lakovaki et al., 2023). Fifth, stimulating local entrepreneurship. The development of tourism can be an incentive for
local entrepreneurs, creating opportunities for the development of small and medium-sized businesses in the field of
tourism. Sixth, the preservation of the natural environment, sustainable development of the region.

With sound management, tourism can contribute to the conservation of the natural environment and biodiversity.
Sustainable tourism usually includes measures for nature conservation and environmental protection (Berdenov et al., 2021,
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Cavalcante et al., 2021; Aktymbayeva et al., 2023; lvancséné Horvath, 2023; Kang, 2023). And of course, intercultural
interaction. Tourism promotes intercultural exchange and mutual understand ing (Aldybayev et al., 2021).

This can contribute to strengthening ties between different communities and cultures, which is relevant for
multinational, multicultural Kazakhstan (Aimagambetov et al., 2017; Bujdoso et al., 2015; Sergeyeva et al., 2022).

However, it is also important to consider that tourism development should be accompanied by skillful management to
minimize possible negative impacts such as environmental damage, cultural urbanization, etc. (Alieva et al., 2021).
Competent planning of tourist routes in the North Kazakhstan region ensures the sustainable development of the region, the
preservation of nature and cultural heritage, and contributes to the well-being of residents.

The research was funded by the Committee on Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the
Republic of Kazakhstan within the framework of a scientific project (Grant No. AP19676219) on the topic "Integral
study of the toponymic land scape of the border regions of Northern Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation”, and on the
basis of a contract for the implementation of scientific, scientific and technical projects under grant financing
No0.243/23-25 from 03.08.2023.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, P.S.D., I.A.F.; formal analysis, P.S.D., LA.F. and M.V.S.; writing-original
draft preparation, P.S.D., .A.F., Ye.V.S. and M.E.K.; collected data, P.S.D., .LA.F. and M.E.K.; data validation, P.S.D.,
ILA.F.; writing-review and editing, P.S.D., I.LA.F. and Ye.V.S.; supervision, P.S.D.; writing-conceptualization, P.S.D.,
I.LA.F.; methodology, P.S.D., LA.F.,, M.\V.S. and M.E.K.; performed the first data analysis, P.S.D., I.LA.F., Ye.V.S. and
M.E.K.; project administration, P.S.D.; funding acquisition, P.S.D.

Funding: Not applicable.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement: The data presented in this study may be obtained on request from the corresponding author.

Acknowledgments: The research undertaken was made possible by the equal scientific involvement of all the authors
concerned.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

REFERENCES

Abubakirova, A., Syzdykova, A., Kelesbayev, D., Dand ayeva, B., & Ermankulova, R. (2016). Place of Tourism in the Economy of
Kazakhstan Republic. Procedia Economics and Finance, 39, 3-6. https://doi.org/10.1016/S2212-5671(16)30232-5

Aimagambetov, E., Bugubaeva, R., Bespayeva, R., & Tashbaev, N. (2017). Model of sustainable development of tourism industry in
Kazakhstan (regional perspective). Public Policy and Administration, 16(2), 179-197. https://doi.org/10.13165/VPA-17-16-2-02

Akbar, 1., Yang, Z., Mazbayev, O., Seken, A., & Udahogora, M. (2020). Local residents participation in tourism at a world heritage site
and limitations: Aksu-Jabagly state nature reserve, western Tian-Shan, Kazakhstan. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 28(1), 35—
51. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.28103-450

Aktymbayeva, A., Assipova, Z., Moldagaliyeva, A., Nuruly, Y., & Koshim, A. (2020). Impact of small and medium-sized tourism firms
on employment in Kazakhstan. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 32, 1238-1243. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.32407-563

Aktymbayeva, A., Nuruly, Y., Artemyev, A., Kaliyeva, A., Sapiyeva, A., Assipova, Z. (2023). Balancing Nature and Visitors for
Sustainable Development: Assessing the Tourism Carrying Capacities of Katon-Karagay National Park, Kazakhstan. Sustainability,
15(22), 15989. https://doi.org/10.3390/su152215989

Aldybayev, B., Gubarenko, A., Imangulova, T., Ussubaliyeva, S., & Abdikarimova, M. (2021). Popularization of objects of the cultural
and historical heritage of the Republic of Kazakhstan as a factor for the development of ethnocultural tourism of the country.
GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 39(4), 1450-1460. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.394spl16-789

Aliaskarov, D.T., Beisenova, A.S., Irkitbaev, S.N., Atasoy, E., & Wiskulski, T. (2017). Modern changes in Zhezkazgan city: Positive and
negative factors of tourism development (Kazakhstan). Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites, 20(2), 243-253.

Alieva, D., & Usmonova, G. (2021). Sustainability perceptions of Community Based tourism by stakeholders in Central Asia. Local Dev.
Soc., 2, 244-254. https://doi.org/10.1080/26883597.2021.1953944

Aliyeva, S., Chen, X., Yang, D., Samarkhanov, K., Mazbayev, O., Sekenuly, A., Issanova, G., & Kozhokulov, S. (2019). The
Socioeconomic Impact of Tourism in East Kazakhstan Region: Assessment Approach. Sustainability, 11(17), 4805.
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/su11174805

Bancerova, O.L., & Kasimova, A.R. (2018). Formation of ethnocultural tourism clusters in Russia-Kazakhstan borderline territory.
Journal of Environmental Management and Tourism, 9(4), 771-776. https://doi.org.10.14505/jemt.v9.4(28).10

Baryshnikov, G., Fomin, I., & Nasarova, T. (2019). Using mathematical modeling in predicting the economic efficiency of lake-
commercial fish farming in cross-border areas of northern Kazakhstan. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science,
395(1), 88-93. 012017. https://doi.org.10.1088/1755-1315/395/1/012017

Batyrova, N., Yermankulova, R., Mombekova, G., & Jaxilikov, A. (2018). Economic problems of Kazakhstan's competitiveness in the
international tourist business. Journal of Advanced Research in Law and Economics, 9(2), 396-408.

Berdenov, Z., Mendybayev, E., Beketova, A., Satkarova, N., & Gozner, M. (2021). Assessment of the Southern Urals recreational
potential for the development of the Aktobe tourism industry. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 38(4), 1274-1279.
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.38435-769

828



Assessment of the Possibilities of Using Sacred Sites and the Natural and
Recreational Potential of the North Kazakhstan Region for the Formation of Tourist Routes

Bogdat-Brzezifiska, A., Wendt, J.A., Khan, A.A., Agybetova, R., Cantirk, E., Narynbek, K., & Toktorova, R.A. (2023). Perception of
Poland 's tourism brand in the opinion of students in selected countries. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 50(4), 1286-1292.
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.50409-1127

Bujdoso, Z., Dévid, L., Varga, D., Pénzes, J., Gyurko, A., & Altynbek, Z. (2015). Tourism development and cross-border cooperation in
the Hungarian-Romanian border region. Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites, 16(2), 153-163. http://gtg.webhost.uoradea.ro/
PDF/GTG-2-2015/GTG-2-2015.pdf

Cavalcante, W.Q.D.F., Coelho, A., & Bairrada, C.M. (2021). Sustainability and Tourism Marketing: A Bibliometric Analysis of
Publications between 1997 and 2020 Using VOSviewer Software. Sustainability, 13, 4987. https://doi.org/10.3390/su13094987

Ceri¢, D., & Wigckowski, M. (2020). Establishing transboundary tourist space in the Baltic Sea region. Baltic Journal of Health and
Physical Activity, 12(1), 149-157. http://doi.org/10.29359/BJHPA.12.Spec.Iss1.16

Chernova, E.O., & Sukhova, M.G. (2017). Recreational-commercial zoning of Altai Mountains. Sustainable Development of Mountain
Territories, 9(4), 362-368. https://doi.org.10.21177/1998-4502-2017-9-4-362-368

Chlachula, J. (2019). Geo-tourism perspectives in east Kazakhstan. Geography, Environment, Sustainability, 12(2), 29-43.
https://doi.org.10.24057/2071-9388-2018-78

Chlachula, J. (2020). Geoheritage of East Kazakhstan. Geoheritage, 12(91). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12371-020-00514-y

Dmitriyev, P.S., Wendt, J.A., Fomin .A., & Nazarova, T.V. (2021b). Transport accessibility of the lake ecosystems in the North Kazakhstan
region as a factor of tourism development. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 35(2), 289-296. https://doi.org/ 10.30892/gtg.35204-650

Dmitriyev, P.S., Wendt, J.A., & Fomin, .A. (2021a). Assessment and zoning of recreational facilities north Kazakhstan region for the
development of the tourism industry. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 38(4), 1069-1075. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.38411-745

Dmitriyev, P.S., Fomin, I.A., Dmitriyeva, I.M., Berdenov, Z.G., Ismagulova, S.M., Smagulov, N.K., & Abdrakhmanov, Y.A. (2023).
Assessment of the resource potential of the bitter — salty sulfide lakes of the North Kazakhstan Region for the development of
ecological and balneological tourism. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 49(3), 866-874. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.49303-1087

Dunets, A.N., Zhogova, I.G., & Sycheva, I.N. (2019). Common characteristics in the organization of tourist space within mountainous
regions: Altai Sayan region (Russia). GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 24(1), 161-174. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.24113-350

Durkin, J., Peri¢, M., & Sebrek, J.K. (2017). Addressing organisation al challanges of cultural tourism in rural areas through community-
based tourism model. Conference: Tourism in Southern and Eastern Europe, 4, 145-157.https://doi.org10.20867/tosee.04.29

El Archi, Y., Benbba, B., Kai, Z., El Andaloussi, Z., L&szI8, P., & David, L.D. (2023). Mapping the Nexus between Sustainability and
Digitalization in Tourist Destinations: A Bibliometric Analysis. Sustainability, 15(12), 9717. https://doi.org/10.3390/su15129717

Fomin, I., Nazarova, T., & Baryshnikov, G. (2020). Oyenxa ypoens pexpeayuonHo20 NOMEHYUALA O3EPHBIX 2COCUCTNEM DAGHUHHBIX
meppumoputi Ceeeprnozo Kazaxcmana [Assessment of the level of recreational potential of the North Kazakhstan]. ITpoGiemsr
peruonansHo# 3konoruu, (1) (in Russian), (Accessed 27.01.2024). https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=42978290. https://doi.org.
10.24411/1728-323X-2020-11088

Foo, R., & Krishnapillai, G. (2019). Preserving the intangible living heritage in the George TownWorld Heritage Site, Malaysia. Journal
of Heritage Tourism, 14(4), 358-370. https://doi.org/10.1080/1743873X.2018.1549054

lakovaki, E., Konstantakis, M., Teneketzis, A., & Konstantakis, G. (2023). Analyzing Cultural Routes and Their Role in Advancing
Cultural Heritage Management within Tourism: A Systematic Review with a Focus on the Integration of Digital Technologies.
Encyclopedia, 3(4), 1509-1522. https://doi.org/10.3390/encyclopedia3040108

Ignatov, S.B. (2011). Coyuonoeuueckuii ananus sxono2uueckoi Kynemypwi cniydenmos [Sociological analysis of students' ecological culture].
U3Bectust By30B. Conmornorust. Jxkonomuka. [lomuruka, 1, 85-88, (in Russian). https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=16504992

Ismagulova, S.M., Dunets A.N., Dmitriyev, P.S., & Janaleyeva, K.M. (2020). Tourist relation Kazakhstan with the countries of the
commonwealth of independent states at the modern stage. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 31(3), 1146-1152.
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.31328-551

Issakov, Y., Aktymbayeva, B., Artemyev, A., Kubessova, G., Abdreyeva, S., Surina, A., Tuyebekova, Z., El Archi, Y., Benbba, B., &
David, L.D. (2023). Digital transformation reshaping tourism education: investigating the influence of moocs on teaching tourism
fundamentals and local lore. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 49(3), 1015-1026. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.49317-1101

Ivancsoné Horvéth, Z., Kupi, M., & Happ, E. (2023). The role of tourism management for sustainable tourism development in nature
reserves in Hungary. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 49(3), 893-900. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.49306-1090

Juraturgunov, H, Raimkulov, M, Ahn, Y.J., & Kang, E.M. (2023). World Heritage Site Tourism and Destination Loyalty along the Silk
Road: A Study of U.S. Travelers in Uzbekistan. Sustainability, 15(13):10337. https://doi.org/10.3390/su151310337

Kang, N., Xie, G., & Liu, C. (2023). Assessment of Society’s Perceptions on Cultural Ecosystem Services in a Cultural Land scape in
Nanchang, China. Sustainability, 15(13), 10308. https://doi.org/10.3390/su151310308

Kantarci, K. (2007a). The image of Central Asia countries: Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Tourism Analysis,
12(4), 307-318. https://doi.org/10.3727/108354207782212468

Kantarci, K. (2007b). Perceptions of Central Asia travel conditions: Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. Journal of
Hospitality and Leisure Marketing, 15(2), 55-71. https://doi.org/10.1300/J150v15n02_04

Kuralbayev, A., Myrzaliev, B., & Sevim, B. (2016). Organizational and economic problems in the management of the spiritual -
historical development of tourism in south Kazakhstan region. International Review of Management and Marketing, 6(2), 219-226.

Kuralbayev, A., Kenzhaliyev, A., Kulbayeva, M., & Shinet, G. (2019). Features of regional tourism and the development of its spiritual
and historical aspects. African Journal of Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 8(4), 1-19.

Matviichuk, L., Lepkyi, M., Dashchuk, Y., Sydoruk, S., & Mezentseva, . (2023). Approach to formation of enogastronomic tourism
based on the geographical indication system. Journal of Geology, Geography and Geoecology, 31(4), 689-701. https://doi.org/
10.15421/112265

Monyok, B., Kecskés, T., & Kozma, G. (2020). The relationship between heritage products and tourism in the development documents
of towns in Hajdu-Bihar county. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 28(1), 257-267. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.28120-467

Mukatova, R., Kulcsar, N., & Tleubayeva, A. (2024). Residents attitude towards ethno-tourism in Ulytau, Kazakhstan. GeoJournal of
Tourism and Geosites, 52(1), 77-84. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.52107-1184

Polukhina, A., Sheresheva, M., Napolskikh, D., & Lezhnin, V. (2024). Regional Tourism Ecosystem as a Tool for Sustainable
Development during the Economic Crisis. Sustainability, 16(2), 884. https://doi.org/10.3390/su16020884

829


https://doi.org/
https://www.elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=42978290
https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/

Pavel S. DMITRIYEYV, lvan A. FOMIN, Yelena
V. SABIEVA, Maira E. KAKIMOVA, Marina V. SANNIKOVA

Qiu, Q., Zheng, T., Xiang, Z., & Zhang, M. (2020). Visiting Intangible Cultural Heritage Tourism Sites: From Value Cognition to
Attitude and Intention. Sustainability, 12(1), 132. https://doi.org/10.3390/su12010132

Rybina, L., & Lee, T.J. (2021). Traveler Motivation and Destination Loyalty: Visiting Sacred Places in Central Asia. Tourism and
Hospitality, 2(1), 1-14. https://doi.org/10.3390/tourhosp2010001

Saparov, K.T., Yeginbayeva, A.Y., Nurgalieva, G.Z., Kulzhanova, S.M., Atasoy, E., & Wendt, J.A. (2017). The question of Kazakh national
and geographical toponymic as a potential factor of tourism development. Geojournal of Tourism and Geosites, 19(1), 115-125.

Savanchiyeva, A., Atasoy, E., Berdenov, Z., Mambetaliyev, K., Muzdybayeva, K., & Khamitova, D. (2023). Tourist resources and tourist potential
of mindoro island in the Philippines. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 48(2), 672-684. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.482spl01-1067

Semochkina, S.S. (2012). Oyenka naHOwWaAPMHOLO U PeKPeayUOHHO20 NOMEHYUANd DPAGHUHHOU meppumopuu Nesobepedicbs Obu no
ouonocuqeckum noxkazamensm [Assessment of land scape and recreational potential of the flat territory of the left bank of the Ob by
biological indicators]. Mzsectust Antl'Y, 3/1 (75), 138-141, (in Russian) (Accessed 25.01.2024). http://izvestia.asu.ru/2012/3-1/index.ru.html

Sergeyeva, A., Abdullina, A., Nazarov, M., Turdimambetov, I., Maxmudov, M., & Yanchuk, S. (2022). Development of Cross-Border
Tourism in Accordance with the Principles of Sustainable Development on the Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan Border. Sustainability, 14,
12734. https://doi.org/10.3390/su141912734

Smykova, M. (2015). The development of a tourist brand in Kazakhstan. Journal of Eastern European and Central Asian Research, 2(2).
https://doi.org.10.15549/jeecar.v2i2.74

Syzdykbayeva, B., Raimbekov, Z., Khydyrbekuly, D., Temirbulatova, M., & Bayandinova, A. (2015). Research note: Evaluation and projection
of economic indicators of tourism development in Kazakhstan. Tourism Economics, 21(6), 1315-1322. https://doi.org/10.5367/te.2014.0406

Taipakova, B. (2023). Analysis of the interaction of Mice tourism development factors (the case of Astana city in Kazakhstan).
GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 51(4), 1600-1609. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.514spl01-1156

Teklebrhan, L.G., Zelealem, H., & Daniel, A.G. (2023). Geotourism of Axum and Yeha monuments, Northern Ethiopia. GeoJournal of
Tourism and Geosites, 48(2), 685-695. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.482spl02-1068

Teslenok, K.S., Teslenok, S.A., Dmitriyev, P.S., Tereshkin, 1.P. (2021). Possibilities of using google (my maps) for cartographic
visualization of tourist routes. InterCarto, InterGIS, 27, 379-393. https://doi.org/10.35595/2414-9179-2021-2-27-379-393

Tiberghien, G. (2019). Managing the planning and development of authentic eco-cultural tourism in Kazakhstan. Tourism Planning and
Development, 16(5), 494-513. https://doi.org/10.1080/21568316.2018.1501733

Usmonova, G., Alieva, D., & Leon, C.J. (2022). Yurt Invited: Combining Tourists and Stakeholders Perceptions of Sustainable
Community-Based Tourism in Central Asia. Sustainability, 14(13), 7540. https://doi.org/10.3390/su14137540

Vilcea, C., Popescu, L., & Nita, A. (2023). Historical Buildings and Monuments as Cultural Heritage In Situ-Perspectives from a
Medium-Sized City. Heritage, 6(6), 4514-4526. https://doi.org/10.3390/heritage6060239

Waiyausuri, K., Kulpanich, N., Worachairungreung, M., Sae-Ngow, P., Ngansakul, P., & Suwanmajo, D. (2023). Cartography for
sustainable tourism of cultural tourism attractions around Sawaswareesrimaram temple, Dusit district, Bangkok. GeoJournal of
Tourism and Geosites, 47(2), 468—475. https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.47213-1045

Wang, L., Ding, J., Chen, M., Sun, Y., Tang, X., & Ge, M. (2022). Exploring Tourists’ Multilevel Spatial Cognition of Historical Town
Based on Multi-Source Data-A Case Study of Feng Jing Ancient Town in Shanghai. Buildings, 12(11), 1833. https://doi.org/
10.3390/buildings12111833

Wendt, J.A. (2016). Tourism development challenges on the Dead Sea shore. Limnological Review, 2, 105-112. https://doi.org/10.1515/
limre-2016-0011

Wendt, J.A. (2020). Directions and area of tourism research in Kazakhstan. GeoJournal of Tourism and Geosites, 32(4), 1418-1424.
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.32433-589

Wendt, J.A., & Bogdat-Brzezinska, A. (2024). Security and Securitization as Topics in Sustainability and Tourism Research.
Sustainability, 16(2), 905. https://doi.org/10.3390/su16020905

Zhakupov, A.A., Saparov, K.T., Mazbaev, O.B., Dzhanaleeva, G.M., Musabaeva, M.N., Eginbaeva, A., & Atasoy, E. (2015).
Fundamentals of recreation-geographic assessment for tourism development. Oxidation Communications, 38(3), 1539-1544.
(Accessed 30.01.2024).

Zhidkoblinova, O. (2013). State policy of tourism industry development in the republic of Kazakhstan. World Applied Sciences Journal,
23(8), 1079-1084. https://doi.org.10.5829/idosi.wasj.2013.23.08.13128

Ziyadin, S., & Takhtaeva, R. (2014). Trends and problems in tourism development on the territory of eastern Kazakhstan region. Actual
Problems of Economics, 159(9), 232-236.

*** Official website of the National Bureau of Statistics of the Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. https://stat.gov.kz/en/

***Cnpagounuk no ucmopuu aoMuHucmpamugHo-meppumopuavrozo oenenus Cesepo-Kazaxcmanckoii oonacmu (29 uons 1936 2. — 1
ansaps 2007 2.) [Hand book on the history of the administrative-territorial division of the North Kazakhstan region (July 29, 1936 -
January 1, 2007)], (2007), Petropavlovsk, Kazakhstan, (in Kazakh), (Accessed 30.01.2024), Electronic resource:
https://elib.skolib.kz/catalog/item386.html

*** Kazakhstan: Roads quality, (2021). (Accessed 15.12.2023). https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Kazakhstan/roads_quality/

Article history:  Received: 04.03.2024 Revised: 21.05.2024 Accepted: 14.06.2024 Auvailable online: 28.06.2024

830


https://doi.org/
https://doi.org/10.30892/gtg.32433-589
https://doi.org/10.3390/su16020905

